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The scale and nature of urban change in the South”

David Satterthwaite

ABSTRACT:. . _

In a_mﬂ;yﬂng recent census dara on urban change, this paper finds a notable slow-down in the growth
rate of many major cities and many nations' urban populations during the 1980s. The South is less
urbanized ond less dominated by large cities than had generally been assumed, before the most
recent round of censuses, The paper also considers longer-rerin rrends in urban change and finds

little evidence of wnprecedented rates of urban change in the South, when compared to kistoric or

cunfempafar}r rates of urban change in Europe and North America. It also shows the high
concentration of the world's largest cifies in the world's largest economies and a perhaps swrprising
continuity in the location of most of the world's largest cities. -

Bau:kgrnund
Much of the general hterature about urban growth in the South stresses that it is "very rapid" or
*unprecedentad” or even "explosive”. For instance, *...it is in the Third World that the urban

explosion is taking p]ace'" (Davidson, Myers and Chakrahurry 1992) and the "...health and well-
being of literally hundreds of miliiuns of men, and especially women and children, are threatened bry
an urban population explosion in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America” '
(WHO iQBQJ are typical of the kinds of general comments made about urban change inl the South. It
is also generally assumed that. rapid urbanization is taking place all over the South and that it will
continue to do so. For instance "Unrestrained rural~tc-urbaﬁ migraticn has caused rapid urban
growth in all countries n the developing world and is expected to continue” (Linares 1994, p. 1).
Many reports c.ine the proportion of the world's population that will be living in cities or the number
of very large cities in the year 2015 or 2025 as if these projections are certain to come about. It is
also often stated that new cities are 'mushrooming.’ A few authors have questioned the validity of
these ganeral statements, backed by analyzes of census data (Preston 1979, Hardoy and Sattenhwaité
1986, 1939} - but the findings presented in such papers that have contradicted the above statements
have generally gone unieeded, ' :

The issue of how fast national populations are urbanjzing (in the sense of the increase in the

* This is developed from an unpublished backgrovnd paper prepared by the author for the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) as part of the preparations for the Global Report that the
author also prepared for this agency. This was published under the title of A» Urbanizing World: Global
Report o Human Settlements J996 by Oxford University Press in June 1996, The auther is grateful to
UNCHS for permission to pubhsh this background paper. The "South” is taken to include all nations in
Africa and Latin America and in Asia, except Japan.
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pmpﬂrtiau of the national popatlation in urhan arcas) and how fast ¢ity populations are growing might
be considered of only limited relevance to urban problems. But it acquires particular impnrtanﬁe
because of the association so often given or implied between urban problems and rapid ubanization
{or rapid growth rates for city populations). If rapid urbanization creates serious urban problems .
{for instance a rapid growth in urban poverty), this might be taken to imply the need for governments
to slow urbanization. Rapid urbanization may also be used as an excuse by governments and aid
agencies as to why urban problems have mounted so rapidly. Rapid urbanization or rapid city
erowth were highlighted as "major problems” or contributors to "majnf problems” at Habitat IT (the
second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements held in Istanbul in June 1996,

However, the nature of the debate changes, if urbanization is found to be less rapid than is generally
assurned and if city populations are growing slower than expec:téd. It changes even more if a growth

in urban poverty is associated naot with rapid urbanization but a slowdown in urbanization.

" This paper aims to review the tate of vrban change in Africa, Asia and Latin America durmg the
1980s and compare it with earlier decades - and with the rate of urban change experienced in the
now highly urbanized nations in the North in earlier decades. In so doing, it must acknowledge the
paper written by Samuel Preston in the late 1970z that first pointed out that the rate of change in the
proportion of people living in wrban areas in the South was not exceptionally rapid by historical
standards and that many of the views expressed in the late 1970s in regard to population

-distribution, especially urban growth, "appear to be seriously misleading and unnecessaril}? aiarmi’st"
{Preston 1979, page 1).

The paper will Jook first at the growth rates of the world's largest cities doring the 1980s and
consider whether these were unusually rapid or historically unprecedeﬁted. It will consider whether

cities have been "mushrooming” by considering how many of the world's current "million-cities" are

of relatively recent origin. It will also consnder the extent to whmh the world's populaticn is
concentrated in "mega-cities” am:l the extent to which the South now has-most of the wnrlcl & Iarg&st
cities, '

The paper then looks at the scale and nature of change in the level of urbanization in countries - and
whether the rate of increase in the. urban population and in the level of urbamzatmn of countries in

the South was particularly rapid during the 1980s or histerically unprecedented It also-considers the

association betweer the world's largest econemies and the world's largest cities. Finally, .it:
questions the validity of projections for city populations made 20 or more years into the futnre.

The basis for the analyses presented here are two computer' databases. The first contains population
data for all the world's largest cities for all available dates between 1800 AD and the present; the
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second contains data on nations' total, urban and rural populations for 1950 to 1990, For statistics
from 1950 to 1990, these draw primarily on the United Nations Population Division's latest
compendium of urban statistice (United Nations 1995) but with {figures for city populations adjusted
and new cities 'added, as mew census data not included in this compendium has become available. For
statistics from 1800 to 1930, it draws primarily on Chandler and Fox 1974 aithough these figutes
have also been adjusted and added to, where ariginal_f::ensus data not inchided in this volume has
been found. For Latin America, the statistics draw on a compendium of urban statistics prepared by
IIED and IED-America Latina in Buenos Aires which drew data from 208 censuses held in Latin
America between 1850 and 1985,

The growth and growth rates of cities

Most of the world's largest cities, including those in the South, had relatively slow population
growth rates, during the 1980s. Many had more people moving out than moving in (s their
population growth rate was lower than their rate of natural increase) - including Mexico City, Sao
Paulo, Caicutta, Buenos Aires and Rio deJaneiro. This cap be seen within the world's 30 largest
cities in 1990, shown in Table 1. Among these 30 cities, c.nlj,r one had a population growth rate that
exceeded 5 percent a year during the 1980s - Dhaka - and half had population growth rates below

2.0 percent a year.

However, Table 1 also fllustrates some of the problems of comparing population growth rates among
citigs, The first is the difficulty of stating when a city's population is growing. "rapidly". The
largest citiss can never be among the world's most rapidly growing cities when considering their rate

of growth since the larger a city's population at the beginning of the period under consideration, the

- larger the dencminator used to divide the increment in the-city's papulation ta calculate its growth

rate. Although cities such as Lagos, Karachi and Dhaka are often said to be amang the world's
fastest growing cities, there are hundreds of smaller cities with higher population growth rates in '
recent decades because they started from a much smaller base and thus a more modest increment in
their population produced a higher growth rate. For instance, any analysis of population growth

rates for urban centres in most countries in the South in any recent inter-census peried will show
some relatively small urban centres with population growth rates of 10 or more percent per vear - far”
above even the fastest growing city in Tahle 1. The same is true for the wealthier and now . .
predominantly urbanized countries - especially for North America and Australia. For instance, in

the United States, cities such as Fort Lauderdale, Miami, Orlando, and Las Vegas have alt had
periods when their population growth rates exceeded 10 percem a year.

This point about the size of a city at the beginning of a period having a major influence on its
population growth rate is easily seen by comparing the anmual average increment in city populations,
rather than their population growth rates. In Table |, four cities have populations with annual
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Table 1: The World's Largest Urban Agglomerations in 1990

Statistical metropolitan area

URBAN Population AA ] AAS
AGGLOM- {thousands increment | prowth
ERATION 1990) in | rae
: wiation | 1980-
980-1990 | 1990
{thousand) | {%)
Tokyo 25,013 | The population would be ¢. 31.6 mullion if Greater Tokyo 316 1.4
, Metropolitan Arca was taken - see Tahle 3° o '
New York 16,036, | 15.3 million in the CMSA in 1990° . 46 0.3
Mexico City 15,085 Would be several million larger if considerd as a 120 | 0.8
_ polynucleated metropolitan region® '
Sao Paula 14,847 | The populztion is for a large metropolitan region 275 Al
Shanghai 15,452 | This is the p;upulatinn within a larpe metropolitun region® 171 1.4
Bombay 12,223 Ope reason for its relatively rapid grluwth 19R0-00 was g 416 | 4.2
considerable expansion of its boundanes
Los Angeles 11,456 | 14.53 million in the ChSA in 1990 193 | 1.9
Beljing ' 10,372 Popu]atiun for a large metropolitan region; the core city has 184 | 1.9
(PE‘-LJHE} , a much smaller population :
Calcutta 10,741 | Urban agglomeration 171 | 1.8
Buenos Alres 16,623 | Urban agglomeration 72|07
Seoul 10,558 _ 228 | 2.5
Ozaloa 10,482 | The population would be larger if measured g2 a Standard 49 | 0.5
Metrapolitan Economic Area.
Rio de 9,515 | Metropolitan area 73| 0%
|| Janeiro :
Pariz 4,334 | Urban agglomeration 40 | 0.4 .
“ Tianjin 8,253 This is the population for & large mq,n'ﬂ;golitan region; the 199 | 2.4
- core city has sbout half this population. -
Jakarta 9,250 | The %Iation of the wider metropolitun region is abmost E
twice this® _ -
Moscow 9,048 | Urban agglomeration m 1.1
Cairo . 8,633 | The population in the "Greater Cairo Region™ is several 17a8 |23
miflion larger than this.'!
Delhi 8,191 | Urban aggluﬁeratiun 61 |39 _
Manila 4,968 | Urban agglomeration _ ©201 3.0
Rarachi 7,965 | Some Jocal estimates suggest this is rather low _ 204 | 4.7
London 7,335 {The pUEulatian could be 12.5 million within a metropolitan . -4] |-05
_ regicn ooundacy! S _ -
Chicago 6,792 | 8,240,000 in the wider CMSA¥ 1 |00
Tstanbul 6,507 | Urban agglomeration ' 211 | 4.0
Lima -~ 6,475 | Lima-Callac metropolitan ares 204 3.9
Bssen 6,353 . | Urban agglomeration’ 2|00
Teheran - 6,301 Urban agplomeration . 128 (2.3
Lagos c. 5,900 | This is an estimate drawing from the 1991 census™ 152 3.0
Bangkok 5,504 This is for Bangkek Metropolitan Area; Greater Bankolk 117 2.2
_ _ Area or the metropolitan region have several million more® _ -
Dhaka 5,877 267 | 6.2

O
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SOURCE: United Nations, World Urbanizarion Prospecis: the 1994 Rew.ﬂon Population Division, New York,
194935, with changes introduced for Lagos, because of more recent census data.

NOTES FOR TABLE 1

a. The figure for 25.0 million i for the contiguous densely inhabited districts of Tokyo-to ﬂ:u-hu) and
87 surrcunding cities and towns including Yokohama, Kawasaki and Chiba, spreading thmugh Tokyo,
Kanagawa, Saitama and Chiba prefactures

b. This figure of 16.1 million is for the urban agglomeration that includes Jersey City, Newark and
part of northeast New Jersey; the CMSA has a larger arga and is the Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Area which includes two more more primary metropolitan statistical areas - see Bourne, L.5. (1995),
Urban Growth and Population Redistribution in North America: A Diverse and Hnequa! Landscape,
Major Report 32, Centrg for Urb.m and Cﬂmmumt}r Studties, University of Toronto, Tcrmnm, 41

PAgess-

¢. This figure is ba:-::ed on the metropolitan area, A larger area could be considered as an emerging
polycentric metropolitan region as different metropolitan areas fuse or overlap - for-instance linking
the metropolitan areas of Mexico City, Toluea, Pusbla and Cuernavaca. See Garza, Gustavo (1995)
"Dynarnics of Mexican Urbanization®, unpublished backgronnd paper for UNCHS (Habital), An Urbanizing
-World: Giobal Report on Human Settlements 1996, Oxford University Press, Oxford and Mew York.

d. The population in the core city or the built up area is substantially smaller; in 1992, the urban core
districts contained less than B million inhabitants; Kirkby, Richard (1993}, unpublished background
paper for UNCHS {(Habitat), An Urbanizing World: Globol Reporz‘ on Human Senlements 1994,

-Oxford University Press, Oxford and New York,

e. This population of 11.5 million is for the urban agglmmeratinn that includes Long Beach; the
CMSA is much larger and more populous - see Bourne 1993, op. cit.

f. The figure of 1¢.5 million includes Osaka densely inhabitated districts and 36 cities “\‘\urmun{]mg
Qsaka. Sae Yamada, Hiroyunki and Kazuyuki Tokuoka, "The trends of the population and wrbanization
in Post-war Japan, unpubhshcd background paper for UNCHS (Habitat), An Urbanizing World:
Global Report on Human Sertlements 1996, Oxford University Press, Oxford and New York.

¢. See Kirkby, Richard 1995, gp. dt.

h. Jakarta metropolitan area (also called Jabotabek) is estimated to have had nearly 17 million
inhabitants in 1990 within an area of around 5,500 square kilometres; about half of this was in the
central city (DKI Jakarta); see Hadiwinoto, Suhadi and Tosef Le:tmmm (1994) "Jakarta: urban
environmental pmﬁle" Cirfes, Vol. 11, No. 3, pp. 153-157.

i, UNCHS (Habitat) (1993}, Metropolitan Planning and Managenéem in the Developing World,
Sparial Decemralization Policy in Bombay and Cairo, Nairobi, 155 pages.

J A.G. Champmn unpublished tabulation using 1991 censos data, "Main built up area (core)"”,
"Urhan region” and "Metropolitan region” are definitions based on the CURDS Functional: Regmns
framewaork,

k. The figure for 6.8 million is for the urban dgglﬂmeratmn that includes part of Illinois and parts of
north-western Indiana

1. Includes Duisburg, Essen, Krefeld, Miilheim an der Ruhr, Oberhausen, Buttmp,‘ Gelsenkirchen,
Bochum, Dortmund, Hagen Hamm and Herne

m. United Nations (1995} suggested that Lagos's population was 7.742 million in 199{} but the 1991
census figure for Lagos was around 5 million inhabitants. Ailna 1995 suggested that this was an
undercount but that Lagos stil] had less than 6 million inhabitants in 1991, See Fsina, Tade Akin
(1995), "Metropolitan Lagos: population growth and spatial expansion; city study”, unpublished
background paper for UNCHS {(Habitat), An Urbanizing Warﬂd Global Report on Human Settlements 1926,
Ozford University Press, Oxford and New York. -

n. Various populations can be given for Bangkok, dependmg on which boundaries are chosen - ujp to
12 million inhabitants
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average increments in their populations of more than 300,000 persons - although for the Jargest
(Tokyo) this implied only a very modest population growth rate (1.4 percent a year). A city of
200,000 could grow at 20 percent a year, a rate that is more than three times that of the highest rate

among these four cities and yet its annual-average increment in population over a ten year period
would only be 104,000 and the city would still have only 1.24 miliion inhabitants after ten vears.

This point may seen unnacessanly obscure but it has great imporiance in explaining why many cities
in sub-Saharan Africa had very rapid population growth rates in recent decades. The population
growth rates of the largest cities in sub-Saharan Africa in recent decédes only appear so high in
compatison to the largest cities in other regions becavse they began from a much smaller base.
Among the 1R cities in sub-Saharan Africa that had more than a million inhabitants in 1990, half had
less than 200,000 in 1950 while a quarter (Abidjan, Maputo, Nairobi, Dar es Salaam and Conakry)
had less than 100,000. Because they began from such & small i:-ase their population growth rates
from the 1930s onwards are much higher than for the major cities in most ather regions of the world
where the major ¢ities were already much larger in the 19505 or 1560s,

One of the main reasons why these cities grew from such a small base was that the European
colonial powers had deliberately kept down their populations by imposing restrictions on the rights of
their national populations to live and work in urban centres. Thus, one of the reasons why their '
populations grew so rapidly just before or afier the ending of colenial rule was the removal or
weakening of the colonial apartheld like controls on population movements - and this allowed women
and children to join their partners who were working in the city, whereas previously they had been
forged to live separated, with the women and children in rural areas (see for instance Bryceson 1983,
Potis 1995). Another reason why the population of many sub-Saharan African cities grew so rapidly
duiring the 1960s and 1970s was the achievement of political independence for the natians in which
they were located and the devé}opmem in these cities of the institutions associated with an
independent state and the development of a higher education system that had been so undeveloped
under celonial rule. A third was the division of what under colonial rule had been one “country’ into
two or more - with each new country needing a capital {Bairoch 1088), If much c»f the in-migration
into sub-Saharan Africa’s largest cities can be explained by the movement of women and children to
join their partners, by the expansion of higher education and the institutions associated with
in&ependent nation-states, it cannot be said that this wag "urbanization out of control”. And no sub-
Saharan African city appears in the world's 20 "{astest gmwmg cities" during the 1950s, 1960s or
19’?1]3 if measured in terms of the Clt}' s annual average increment in population over each decade.’

Many Latin American cities appear in the list of the world's cities with the largest annual average
increment in their populations during the 1950s, 1960s and 1970z, but not with amang the most rapid
rates of population growth, Meost of the largest Latin American cities had their most rapid
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"population growth rates in the second half of the 1%th century and the first half of the twentieth
centary. Many of what today are among Asia’s largest cities also had their most rapid rates of
population growth prior te 1950, as their economic andfor political importance suddenly increased
cnnsidérab]},r Qar as what had been a small town {or occasionally even no settlement at all) proved an
appropriate location for a major port, railway junction, ofifield or coalmine or some ﬁther economic
activity that underpinned rapid economic grnwm and population growth. .

Because the possibility of a city having a very high population growth rate is much improved by
having a small population at the beginning of the period, it is small towns {(or villages or ' graf:ﬁ
sites") which suddenly acquire a major rele and become important cities for some economic or _
palitical reason that always feature as the cities with the highest population growth rates. This is one
reason why the great .hismric _citiés or cities which have long been large cities have not featured
among the world's most rapidly growing cities in recent decades. To go back to Table 1, Tokyo is.
among the fastest grc_}wfng cities in this table in terms of annual average increment in population but

" with a very low population growth rate, The-same is true for Los Angeles, Shanghai, Beijing and-

Caleurtta, all with population growth rates below 2.0 percent a vear during the 1980s and all with
amemg the world's Jargest annmal average increments in their population during this same decade.

Thus, pethaps it is only valid to compare population growth rates between cities which begin a
period with a population of roughly the same size. Alternatively, a second indicator, the annuai
average increment in a city's population should also be used, when considering population growth
rates, as this will highlight cities with large increases in their.pupulatinn but without necessarily
having high population growth rates. Thers i also the need to consider separately cities which grow
from a small base from cities that already have large populations, In this first category, there are
many examples of cities with very rapid population growth in the South - but also in the Noith.

Table 2 shows how several cities in the North feature as among the most rapidly growing cities in
the world during this centur_ﬁ;r. For instance, Nairobi is often held up as one of the world's most
rapidly growing cities - but both Miami and Pho_erﬁx i the United States had larger populations than
Nairobi in 1990, althongh all were small settfements in 1900. The population of Los Angeles was
around one tenth that of Calcutta in 1900 yet in 1990, it had about the same number of peﬁpIe in its
metropolitan area. The growth of Tampa (USA) from a small town in 1900 to & metropolitan area of
over 2 million by 1990 or Las Vegas from a small town in 1950 to a metropolis of more than i
million inhabitants by 1995 also place them among the world's most Irapidiy growing cities during
this century. These comparisons between population growth rates in ¢ertain cities in the United
States and in Africa, Asia and Latin America are presented here to higﬁ]ighﬁ the fact that some of the
world's fastest growing citics are in the Neorth, This should not be taken to imply that the social,
economic, demographic or political underpinnings are comparable. In addition, these and other
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examples of rapidly growing cities in the North do not alterthe fact that most of the iarge cities in
the world with the fastest population growth rates in recent decades are in the South.

Table 2: Some comparisons between cities in the USA and in the South for
population growth, 1900-1950-1%90

City ' Population {thousands of inhabitants)
1900 1950 1990 or closest year

Los Angeles 102 4,046 B,.R63

Calcutta 549 T 4446 9,030

Sao Paulo 240} 2,423 14,847

Tokyo - 1,440 6,920 25,013

Mexico City 415 3,147 15,085

Drallas 43 8361 4,037

Lagos ' 42 288 . 5,000 (1991 census)

Nairobi 1 87 1,346 {1989 census) -

Phoenix ) 221 2,238

Miami 2 466 3,193

"~ NB The purpose of this table is simply to demonstrate that very rapid population growth is-not
confined to cities in the South. However, aote should be made that most of the most rapidly
growing cities in the world 1950-199C were in the South. The figure for 1990 for Dallas is for the -
Dallas-Forth Woith consolidated metropolitan statistical area; the figure for Miami is also for the
Miaini consolidated metropolitan statistical area,

SOURCES: See note *.
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There are knan},r examples of ¢ities in the North that bad population growth rates for several decades
during the 1%th or early 20th centuries that were cnn&parah]e to those of the mosi rapidly growing
cities in the South over the last few decades For instance, Chicago had a very rapid pupulatmrn
growth rate during the late 1%th century - and it should be recalled that Chicage was only _
incorporated as a city in 1837 (when it had around 4,000 mhalmtants} :-,ret littte more than 60 years
fater {in 1900) it bad 1,7 million inhabitants. Several of the largest and most suﬂcessful cities in the
Sonth of the USA had population growth rates that avemged & or more percent a year for at least
two decades I::ehvean 1500 and 1960 including Fort Lavderdale, Miami, Orlando and Phosnix. Many
cities in Europe that became the great centres. of industry during the industrial revolution multiplied

'thv:n' populations many fold i m a few decades - althmlgh for the earliest mdustrlal centres, this rapld
increase could be within the late 18th century.? '

=) im) =) ) =0)

..._‘ Y

_—

-

R

~O =0 =0 =0 =0 =)= == 0 =0~ w0 =

-

O

QD m) =)




VTRV RN

W

S S N R O W

v o

e

The problem lor city comparisins of hboundary definitions

The current population of most of the world's largest urban areas including London, Los Angeles,
Shanghai, Beijing, Jakaria, Dhaka and Bombay can vary by many million inhabitants in any year,
depending on which boundaries are used to define the area within which their population is counted.
Different boundaries also mean different population growth rates - so London, Los Angeles, Tokyo,
Buenos Aires or Mexico City. can be correctly stated as having populations that are decliniﬁg and
expanding in recent decades, depending on'which boundaries are chosen for defining their

populations,

The problems that different boundaries pose for any comparisons made between city populations can-
be seen in Tables | and 2. In Table 1, comments are given beside many of the cities, showing how

their population could be Iai‘ger or smaller, depending on which boundaries were chosen. Bombay's
population growth n:iurin.}.:.lr the 1980s seems umisually rapid for such a large city and in comparisen to
the growth rates of most other cities of a comparable population size - but a considerable part of this

* was the result of widening Bombay’s boundaries and including within "Bombay” in 1990 a large

number of settlements that were not pant of Bombay's pepulation in the previous census.

Similarly, in Table 2, Los Angeles could be given a population of 14.5 million on this same date - as

) this is the population in its consolidated metropolitan area - although this would not be a valid

comparison with Calcutta, as this consolidated metropolitan area has 87 650 square kilometras which
is almost the same size as the state in which Calcutta is located (West Bengal) and West Bengal has
more than 50 miflion inhabitants. Thus, care must be taken in comparing the populations of large
cities. This is further illustrated in Table 3 where Los Angeles's population in 1990 can be 3.4
million (for the City), 8.9 million (for the primary metropolitan statistical area) or 14,5 million (for ._

the consolidated metropolitan arez).

Table 3: Examples of how the pﬁpu]ations of urban centres change with dilferent houndaries

B Area
Date Population {square | Notes _

Beijing’ 1990 2,336,544 7 | 4 inner city districts including the historic old city
{China) ¢, &,400,000 158 | "Cors city i ) .

6,325,122 1,369 | Inner city end inner suburban districts

10,819,407 | 16,808 | Inner city, inner and outer suburban districts and 8.
" | counties
Dhaka ' 1991 : 6  Historic city .
{Bangladesh) c. 4,000,000 363 | Dhaka Metropalitan Arez {Dhaka City Corporation
and [rhaka Cantonment)
6,400,000 780 | Dhaka Statisticat Metropolitan Atea

< 8,000,000 1,530 | Rajdbani Unna%an Kartripakhya (RAJUK) - the

CLLiLiLliLivivvwiw

Jjurisdiction of Dhaka's planning authority
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Katowice 1991 367,000 The city
{Poland) 2,230,000 The ma}trcrpuhtan area (Upper Sllesmn Endustrial !l
' ' ' Begion
¢.4, 000,000 Ketowice povernorats
|| bexico City 1990 1,535,708 | 139 | The central city
(Mexice) 8,261,951 1,489 | The Federal Dnstrict
14,901,281 4,636 | Mexico City Metropolitan Area
_ _ c. 18,000,000 8,163 | Mexico City megalopolis®
Tokyo 1990 8,164,000 598 | The central city (23 wardsy
{Japan) 11,856,000 | - 2,162 | Tokyo prefecture {Tokyo-to) |
: 31,559,000 | 13,508 | Grealer Ta]iyn Metropolitan Area {including
) Y okohama) )
39,158,000 | 36,834 | Mational Capital Region.”
Toronto 1991 620,000 a7 | City of Toronto
(Canada) 2,200,000 630 | Metropolitan Toronto
3,893,000 5,583 | Census Metropolitan Area
o, 100, (O 7,061 | Greater Toronio Area
4,840,000 | 7,550 | Toronta CMSA equivalent?
London 1991 | 4,230 3 | The arpinal 'city” of London
(UK} ' 2,343,133 | . 321 | Inper London -
' 6 343 563 1,579 | Greater London (32 homughs and the ‘city }
12,530,000 London "metropelitan regien”™
Los Angeles 1990 3,485,398 1,211 | Las Angeles City
{USA) - _ 9,053,645 | 10,430 | Los Angeles County
5,863,000 2 038 | Los Angeles Prima Metrﬁﬁn]it&n Statistical Area
14,532,000 | &7, 652 | Los Angeles Consolidated Metropolitan Area

Most tables which compare the populations of the world's largest cities are misleading as some city
populations are for relatively small areas (for instance just encompassing the built up area around the
city centre} while others are for populations within large city regions that include millions of people
living in rural areas, small towns and nearby cities. Boundaries set for "extended metropolitan
regions" may provide a usefi) regional planning framework for public authorities but if they - _
encompass significant numbers of rural inhabitants and have a significant proportion of their labour
force working in agrlcu]ture they should not be considered as "city populations”, Comparing the
size, population growth rate or density of the central city population of one city with the size,
population growth rate or density of another city but for its metropolitan arez or "extended
metropolitan regi'r:rn" will produce dramatic contrasts but this is not comparing ]ike with like, Even
comparisons between two cities in terms of their "central cities” can be invalid as in one city the

central city refers to a small central “historic city” while in the other, it refers to a much larger area.”

This is why any international list of "the world 's largest cities" and their population growth rates risks
considerable inaccyracy as some city populations are for large urbanized regions with thousands of
square kilometres while others are for older "city boundaries” with a few hunﬂred square kilometres.
1t only needs a few cities to change the basis by which their boundaries are defined for the Hist of the

- world's largest cities such as that presented in Table 1 to be significantly altered, For instance, -
London has long dropped off the list of the world's ten largest ¢ities since it had less than 7 million
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people in its metropolitan area in 1991 - but it can have a population of 12.33 million if considered as
a metropolitan region.”*  One of main reasons that Shanghai's population appears so large - at over 13
m.iI_Ii{:-n - is that this figure is the population in an area of over 6,000 square kilometres which includes
large areas of highly productive agriculture and many villages and agricultural workers (Hawkins
1982), The same js true for Bejjing and Dhala, “.Metmpqlitan Toronto" in 1991 can have between
2.2 million and 4.8 million inhabitants, depending on the boundaries used. Figures for the pﬂpuiatiﬂn
of Katowice in 1991 can vary from 367,000 to nearly 4 millien for similar reasons - and Tokyo can
have ém}'whr‘:re between 8 and 40 million inhabitants.

Colomba {Sri Lanka} is often guoted as having z population of around 600,000 inhabitants - for
instance, its population was stated as being 616,000 in 1990 in'the latest United Nations compendium
of urban statistics (United Nations 1995). This appears very small in relation to the national -

_population and Sri Lanka is often held up as an example of a country with a low level of "primacy” as

its capital and largest city have a relatively small proportion of the nation’s urhan popuiation. But
these 616,000 inhabitants live in an area of 37 square Kilometres (the old city boundaries), Colombo
can also be said to have over 1.3 million inhabitants (using a boundary defining the urban core with
235 square kilometres) or 4 million inhabitants (for a city region with some 1,800 square ki]umeﬁ’as}

The entry of new cities into the list of the world's largest cities _

Despite the enormouns changes in the scale and spatial distribution of the world's urhan pﬂpuiaﬁ{m
over the last two centuries, an urban historian would find that they knew most of the citles that are in
the current list of the world's largest cities. This appears at adds with the assertion that new cities are
mushrooming everywhere in the South. To test this, an an'ajysi_s was done.on the 281 cities
worldwide that had one million or more inhabitants by 1990 to see how many had been important

cities in earlier decades or centuries,

I most of the world's regions, there is a perhaps surprising'continuit}r in the list of the largest cities

over time. And worldwide, more than two thirds of the world's "million-cities” in 1990 were already -
jmportant cities 200 years ago while a_u*ciund a quarter have been important cities for at least 500
years.” It is also interesting to note the differences by region, as this gives what is perhaps the most
surprising comparison in that it is North America and sub-Saharan Africa that stand out as having

most "new cities” -among their largest cities i.e, ‘million-cities’ in 1990 that had not been founded by
1800.

In Latin America, most of the region's largest cities today, including wrl:uall},r all national and most
provincial capitals had been founded by the 18th century with most of the largest eities founded by the
year 1580 AT} and several of these havmg important pre—CnIumb:an precursars (Hardoy and
Satterthwaite 1989).



10

In Asia, close to 90 percent of its "million cities’ in 1990 had been founded by the year 1800 AD - and

at Jeast three fifths were already important cities by that date with around a third already having
100,000 or more inhabitants, Two thirds had been founded by 1500 AD - and more than half had
been founded one millennium aga.

In Eurcpe, more than four fifths of its 'million cities' in 1990 were already urban centres by the year
1800 (including more than a guarter wit]_l 100,000 or more inhabitants by that date) while more than
half were urban centres in 1500 AD. '

In countries or regions with long urban histories, there is often a comparable continuity, even for
small market towns, For instance, studies of various regions of India have also found that mest of the
urban centres, eve.n down to small administrative centres and market towns, have long histories
(Hardoy and Satterthwaite 1936).

The regional distribution of the world's urhan populstion and its largest cifies

One of the most common comments mads about global urban change which is presented as evidence of
'explosive urban growth' in the South is the fact that the South now has mast of the world's largest
cities. But as Bairoch {1988) points ont, historically, this has been the usual pattern. What was
unusnal was the extent to which, for a brief period, most of the world’s largest cities were in Eurcpe
and North America - reflecting the dominance of the North in the world’s economy for that same

period.

Tables 4 and 5 show different aspects of the changes over time in the distribution of the world's urban -

pc-pu]atidn between different regions. Table 4 shows the change in the distribution of the world's
urban population and the world's popufation in 'million cities' between the different regions between
1950 and 1990 while Table 5 shows the regional distribution of the world’s 100 largest cities in 1300,
1900, 1950 and 1990, :

To consider the figures in beth Tables tc_-get}ler, they show that the Americas, as a region, had a
decrease in its share of the world's urban population, and “miltion eity" pnpulatiun. but a small -
increase in its share of the ﬁ'or]d's'largﬁt cities between 1950 and 1990. But there was an important -
intra-regional shift. In 1950, Northern hmeridﬁ: had most of the urban and "million city" .popu]atiun;. _
by 1990 this was no longer so. This is also not a new trend but a return to what existed prior to rapid
industrialization in Northern America in both pre-Columbian and colonial times when most of the
urhan pepulation and major cities in the Americas were it Central and South America. Table 5 shows.
. how Northern America had none of the wpﬂd’s 100 [argest cities in the year 1800 but by 1900 had 16

of them and by 1950, 18 of them. Its share of the world’s hundred largest cities had fallen by 1950 -

although in part, this reflects changes in the urban system of the USA with a large part of all new

productive jnvestment being outside what' for many decades have been the US’s largest cities {most of
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them concentrated in the northeast) but which are also creating a new generation of large cities in the
South and West (see for instance Bourne 1995). There is also a strong contrast within the Americas
between the major industrial centres of Northern America that been amony the world's largest cities in
1950 and were no longer so in 1990 - and the growing prominence of the major cities in Latin
America's two largest economies - Mexico and Brazil - especiailj their largest industrial
concentrations, Mexico City and Sao Paulo. This does not imply a lack of rapid urban change in
Northern America; indeed as noted earlier, manjr of the relatively new cities in the South and West of
the US have been among the world's most rapidly growing cities since 1950.

Table 4: The réginnal distribution of {he world's urban population and population in
"million cities", 1950 and 1990
' : Froportion of the world-=

urban popn population in
millicn cltles

1980 1980 1950 1920

Africa 4.5 8.8 1.8 7.5
Bagtern Africs 0.5 1.7 - 0.8
Middle africa 0.5 1.0 - 0.8

. HNorthern Africa 1.8 2.8 1.8 3.2
-Bouthern africa 2.8 - .8 - 2.9
Western Africa u.g 2.6 - 2.0
Americas 23.7 - 23.0 30.1 27.8
Caribbean G.B 0.9 0.6 2.8
Central America 2.0 3.3 1.6 2.7

. HNorthern hmerica 14.4 9.2 - 21.2 15.1
South America 6.5 a.7 6.7 11.1

A=in 3z.0 44.5 Z8.6 5.6
Eastern Asia 15,2 12.7  17.¢6 22.2
South—-eastern Asla 3.7 5.8 3.4 5.6
South-central Aeisz 11.2 14,8 7.0 14.6
Weatern Asia 1.8 4.1 0.6 3.3
Eurcpe . a8.E 22.8 38.0 17.9
Eastern Europs 11.8 9.3 7.7 6.3
Northern Burope 7.7 3.4 9.0 2.1
Southern Eurcpe 6.5 4.0 6.7 3.2
Hegtern EBurcpe iz.8 £.2 14.6 6.2
OCesnin 1.1 .8 1.5 1.3

SOURCE: The atatistics for 1950 and 1990 were largely derived from data in United Nations, World
Urbanization Prospects: the 1994 Revision, Population Division, New York, 1995, adjusted, when
new census data is available. The caleulations for 1800 were made, drawing on the IIED cities -
database that combines the data om city populations from 1950 to 1990 from United Nations 1993, op.
cit, with recent and historic data drawn from around 250 censuses and from Chandler, Tertius and
Gerald Fox, 36X} Years of Urban Growth, Academic Press, New York and Londoa, 1974,

Tables 4 and 5 highlight the rapid increase in the proportion of the world's urban population and
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'million-city' population in Africa between 1950 and 1990, although the speed of change appears
particularly high in all but Northern Africa because it had such a small base in 1950. The reasons for
this have already been discussed. The Tables also show how low a proportion of the world’s urban
population and population in ‘million cities” are in _Afri{:ﬁ and how Africa still has onfy a small
proportion of the world’s largest cities {wiﬂl.mast such cities concentrated in Northern Africa).

The much increased role of Asia within the workd geonomy since 1950 is reflected in the sharp
incﬁ:ase in its concentration of the world's urban population, the population in "million cities” and the
number of the world’s iargest cities between 1950 and 1990. But this is also not so much a new trend
as a return to what had been the case in previous centuries, Historically, Asia has long had-a high
concentration of the world's urban population and has also had most of the world's largest cities for
virtually all of the recorded history of cities (Bairoch 1988}, Asia had more than three fifths of the
world's largest 100 cities in 1300 AD. Many of Asia's largest cities in 1930 had long been among the
world's largest cities - for instance Tokyo, Beifing (formerly Peking), Guangzhou (formerly Canton},
Istanbu! and Calcutta. Most of the other cities that grew to become among the largest cities in the
region werg also cities with long histories. Most were the majer cities either in the most populous
conntries or in the most successful economies - for instance Kyoto in Japan, Seoul and Pusan in South
Korea, Karachi and Lahore in Pakistan, Delhi, Bombay and Bangalore in India, JaKarta and Surabaya
in Indonesia and many of China's major cities. 'What is unusual historically is not that Asia Has come
to have most of the world's largest cities but that Europe and North America had most of the world's
largest cities - and did so for only a shart, histaric period.

This can be seen in Table 5. In 1800, Asia had 64 of the world's largest 100 cities - but this shrunk to
23 in 1900 - although by 1990 it had grown to 44, There are also important regionat shifts shown in
Table 5 which need a more detailed consideration than can be given here; But these considerations
need to consider the changing economic and political structure of the region. For instance, the fact
that Western Asia had six of the world's 100 largest cittes in 1800 but only 1 in 1900 reflects the
importance of the Otioman Empire within the world's ecn_nbmic and poelitical system in 1800 (although
by that time in decling} and its much smaller size and lesser importance within the world by 1900,
‘Similarly, South-central Asia in 1800 AT had nearly a quarter of the world's 100 largest cities,
virtuaily all of them in what i$ today India - but by 1900 this region had only five. This is 4 reminder
of the political and economic importance of India within the world in 1800 AD - and the list of India's
largest cities at this time js largely a mixture of cities that had grown to prominence under Murgha! -
.ru']é,_ and cities that were capitals of wealthy and influential kings or princes. The dramatic decline in
- this region’s share of the world’s largest cities by 1900 reflects among other factors the impact of |
colontal rule, a decline in living standards, a fall in the Tevél of urbanization and the destructiﬂn. of the
indigenous manufactring sector by cheap imports (Bairoch 1988).
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Table 5; The distribution of the world's 100 largest cities between regions for 1800, 1900, 1930 and

1990 : .
Humber of the world s 1060
largest cities in

1300 1900 1950 1750

Africa 4 ] 3 7
Eagtern Africa - - - -
Middle Africa o ) 8} 1
Northern Africa’ 3 2 -2 B
Scuthern Africa . 1] 0 1 )
Hestarn Bfrica 1 0 Q 1

Americas 3 21 26 27

- Caribbearn ] 1 o 1 .0
Central America 1 1 1 3
Northern Rmerica 0 16 18 13
South amearica 1 4 & 11

Asia 64 23 33 44
Eastern AsSia ' 29 16 18 21
south-eastern Asia 5 1 b =)
South—-central Asia 24 5 g 13
Western Asia & 1 1 2

Europe o ' 29 51 326 20
Eactern Burope 2 ] 7 4
Northern -Europe & 1A & 2
Scukhern Eurcpe . 12 8 8 &
Wastern Europe . . ) is 15 g

Oceania - ' o] 2 2 2

SOURCE: The statistics for 1950 and 1990 were largely derived from data in United Nations, World
Urbanization Prospecis. the 1994 Revision, Population Division, New York, 1995, adjusted, when
new census data is available. The calculations for 1800 were -made, drawing on the IIED cities
database that combines the data on city pepulations from 1950 to 1990 from United Nations 1995, op.
cit.with recent and historic data drawn from around 250 censuses and from Chandler, Tertius and
Gerald Fox, 3000 Years of Urban Growth, Academic Press, New York and Londen, 1974.

Certain other points should be noted from Table 5. The first is the rise and fall in the number of the
world's largest cities concentrated in Northern America and Europe; in 1500, they had 29 ;:}f the
world's 100 largest cities (with none of them in Northern America); by 1900, they had two thirds of
the world's largest 100 cities but by 1990, only 33. In Eurepe, the rapid deciine in the region's share
of ihe world's urban pnpulatiuﬁ, ‘million-cities' population and share of the world's 100 largest cities
between 1950 and 1990 is particutarly striking. Part of the reason is the dramatic decling in the
relative importance of what were among the world's largest industrial centres in 1950 - such as Naples
in Italy, Hamburg and Dusseldorf in Germany and Birmingham and Manchester in the United
Kingdom. But another important reason is the much slower rate of natural increase. Europe was the
first of the world's regions to begir a rapid and sostained increase in its population, as birth rates
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came to regularly exceed death rates but also the first region to undergo a rapid decrease in birth rates
to the point where the total population is hardly growing or even declining in many European

countries.

One also returns to the problem for any comparisons between cities of urban boundaries, The number
of millicn cities in Europe and their share of the region’s population is considerabiy increased if urban

popul.atiﬂns are defined by functional urban regions rather than by conventional city boundaries. For -

instance, there are twice as many ‘million-cities”™ in West Europe in 1991 as those registered in the -
United Nations dataset for 1990, if city populations are measured within their functional urban _
regions.” Glasgow, Newcastle and Liverpool in the United Kingdom, The Hague in the Netherlands,
Nantes and Bordeaux in France and Valencia and Seville in Spain are ameng the eities not included in
the United Nations list of "million cities” in 1990 but which had more than a million in their .
functional urban region on that date, As the spatial form of most major cities in the North and many
in the South have changed so they no longer have virtually all of their resident and working
population within a built up area within the city beundaries, so too does the difficulty of making valid
international comparisons between ¢ity populations. '

The @nc&ntration of population in mepa-cities .

Alihcrugh there is a large and growing literature on what are termed ' mégamci'ties" what is perhaps
mare surprising is how small a proportion of the world’s population live in them. There is no
agreement as to when a city grows to a size to become a mega-city but if a city only becomes a mega-
city when it has 10 million or more inhabitants, by 1990, there were only 12 mega-cities worldwide.
Table 6 shows how small a proportion of the world's urban {(and total) population live in such mega-
cities. If a city becomes a mega-city when it has more than 8 million inhabitants, then-less than 5

percent of the world's population lived in mega-cities in 1990. Even these figures are exaggerated as -

some mega-cities have less than 1¢ or § million inhabitants in the city itself. For Instance, as noted
earlier, while the populations of both Shanghai and Beijing are reported to be over 10 million in 1590,

in both instances, this was the population in a large city-region that included many rural inhabitants

and there were much less than 10 miilion people in each city's built-up area (Kickby 1996). The

proportion of the world’ 8 populatmn living in mega-citics can be increased or decreased, as boundaries

for metropolitan areas or regions are increased or decreased. But what is certain is that GI]I‘_i.-’ a very
small proportion of the world’s population live in cities which concentrate 10 million of more
inhabitants in a contineous built up area. -
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Table ¢: The world's urban population in 1990 and its distribution between mega-cities, mitlion
cities and vrban centres

Popolaticn  Nomberof  Percent of  Percent of

{millians) urban urban " total
' centres population. population

*The North" )

Cittes with 10 million plus inhabitants 63.0- 4 7.5 55

Cities with 1-9.99 million inkabitants - 236.1 105 C2B.0 20.F7

Urbane centres with less than 1 million 5429 ¢.10,0007 ' 645 - 475
*The South”

Cities with 10 mullion plus inhabitants 98.0. ] 6.9 2.4

Cities with 1-9.949 million inhabilanis 390.7 la4 27.4 9.4

Urban centres with less than 1 million 0447 ¢ 30,0007 65.7 . 23.9

NOTES: "The North” is talten as all countries in Evrope and North Amernica, Japan and Australia-New Zealand,
*The Sowth™ iz Iaken to include »l] other pation, Calculated Jargely from date drewn from United Nations, Werld
Urbanization Prospecis: the 1994 Revivion, Population Division, New York, 1993, but adjusted, when new
census data that was not included in this dataset became available. The ﬁgure:s for the number of urban
agglomerations are guestimates,

Hﬂweﬁei', one notable change in recent decades is the scale of the world’s largest cities - and this is
unprecedented historically. While there are many examples of cities over the last two millennia which
probably had populations of dna million or more inhabitants, the city or metfupdlitan area with several
million inhabitants is & relatively new phenomenon - London being the first in the second haif of the |
19th century. The number of very larpe cities is unprecadented. One interesting indicator of this is
the average size of the world's 100 largest cities at different dates, In 1990, the average size of the
world's 100 largest cities was around 5.1 million inhabitants, This compares to 2.1 million
inhabitants in 1930, aroond 70,000 in 1900 and just under 200,000 in 1800,

Changes in urban popu]ahuns and levels of urbanization

While previeus sections concentrated on the size of city populations and their gmwth rates, this
section considers growth rates for nations’ urban populations and changes in their levels of
urbanization: ~ The rate of change for the South in its ievel of urbanization has not been
unprecedentsd. Preston {1979 painted out that the change in the leve) of urbsinization in the South
between 1950 and 1975 was comparable to the change in the Jevel of urbanization in the North
between 1875 and 1900. The level of urhanization in the South between 1950 and 1975 mcreased from
I?,ﬁ percent of the population to 26,7 percent of the population {United Nations 1995). This can be
compared to the North which between 1873 and 1900 increased its Ievel of urbanization from 17.2
percent of the population to 26,1 percent (Graumann 1977).  The rates of net rural to urban migration-
required to achieve these increases may have been greater in the North in the late 19th century than in
the South from 1850-1975 in view of the fact that the rates of natural increase in roral areas were
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probably higher than the rates of natural increase in urban areas at that time {Davis 1973).

While the rate of change in the level of urbanization has not been unprecedented in the South, the
growth-rate of the urban population probably has (Preston 1979}, Between 1873 and 1900, the urban
population in the North grew by 100 percent and rural populations by 18 percent (bid.). Between
1950 and 1975, the urban population of the South grew by 174 percent with the roral population
growmg by 57 percent (United Nations 1995). :

While certain countries in the South have experienced a rapid increase in their Jevel of urbanization in

recent decades, it is not only countries in the South that have done so. For the period 1960 to 199G,
several countries in East and Central Europe had increases in their levels of urbanization that were
larger than most countries in the South. For instance, Belarus went from 31 percent urban in 1959 to
&6 percent urhan in 1989 (Shaw 1994); very few couniries in the South had an increase as large as
this. Lithuania also had among the world's largest increase in its level of urbanization between 1959
and 1989 (from 39 percent to 6§ percent) and the increase in the Russian Federation (from 32 percent
to 74 percent) was also larger than the majority of countries in the South.

An analysis of the countries with the Iargest increase in their level of urbanization between 1960 and
1990 produces some surprises. First, many Eu'ropean countries are among the countries with the
Jargest increase in their level of urbanization - including Finland and Norway as well as many
countries int East Europe (see Table Al in the Annex). Secondly, although sub-Saharan Africa is
generally considered as a region experiencing very rapid urhanization, several African nations have
among the smallest increases in their level of urbanization over this 30 year period {including
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and Somalia). However, some caution is needed in making generalizations
for regions from Table Al since this Table oaly includes countries for which there was census data
from 1985 or later. Given the changes in urban trends evident in the many countries for which there
is recent census. data, it was considered inappropriate to include in this table any nation for which
there was o census data from 1985 onwards. There were 60 nations with 1 million or more
inhabitants in 1990 that could not be included in this analysis as no recent census data was available.
. They include 21 countries in Africa, The United Nations estimates for their level of urbanization in
1990 suggest that many of these have among the largest increases in their level of urbanization
between 1960 and 1990 and many African nations are among.the nations with the largest increases.
However, United Nations estimates have had a tendency to exaggerate the rate of growth of |
populations in cities and in national urban populations (as will be discussed in more detail later);

The figures in Table Al can also be compared to historic data about the increase in the level of _
urbanization achieved by countries in the North in 2 30 year pericd. Table Al shows that very few
oﬁunt;iés in the South had an- increase in their leve!l of urbanization of more than 25 (i.¢. with a level.
of urbanization of x in 1960 and x+25 in 1990). Many countries in the North underwent periods
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when they had increases in their level of urbanization over a 30 year period that were larger than this.
For instance, the level of urbanization in Japan increased from 24 percent in 1930 to 64 per;:ent in
1960 (Bairoch 1988) while that in the UK went from 37.1 percent urban to 60.6 percent urban
between 1850 and 1880 (Bairoch 1988). Very few countries in the Scuth underwent such a rapid
increase in their level of urbanization in any 30 year period in their history, inchuding the period
1960-1990, '

There are also instances of countries in the North where the overall growth rate of their urban
populations was very rapid, eéven by contempnrarj standards - for instance in 'the United Siates,
hetween 1820 and 1870, the estimated average annual growih rate for the urban ﬁnpulatiun was 5.5
per cent (Preston 1979). - The urban population in Japan grew at around & percent a year doring the
1930s. This can be compared to growth rates for the urban population in Africa of less than 5 _]:lerl::e.nt
a year during the 1980s - and growth rates for the urban population of Asia of Jess than 4 percent and
for the urban populaﬁc}n of Latin America and the Caribbean of close to 3 percent {United Nations
1993). ' '

This is not meant to imply that orban ehange has not been rapid for most countries in the South in
recent decades. It is alio true that the scale of change in urban populations worldwide is '
unprecedented. But there are relatively few eﬁamplas of countries in the South that have had prowth
rates in their urban populations and rates of change in their level of urbanization that are '

unprecedented.

In addition, parhaps too muéh is made of the fact that the world is soon to become predominanty
urban. There are two reasons for caution, The first is the extent to which this trangition could be
hastened or delayed by changes in definitions, The large differences in the ways that governments
define "urban centres” or set criteria as to which settlements are considered urban has always limited
the validity of international comparisons of urbanization fevels - and also méans that for most-
cnunr.r.iés, their level of urbanization can be considerably increased or decreased by changing the
criteria,”® It would only take China, India or a few of the other most populous nations to change their
definition of urban centres for there to be a significant increase or decrease in the proportion of the
world's population living in urban ¢entres. The proportion of the world's population currently living
in urban centres is best considered ‘not as & precise percentage (ie 45.2_per-::ent'in 1995) but as being
between 40 and 55 percent, depending on the criteria used to define what is an “urban centre”. What
i% pmhéps more significant than the fact that more than half of the world's population will soon be -
living in urhan centres is the under]jin_g econoimic and social changes it reveals - that 2 steadily
declining proportion of the world's population make a living from agriculoure, fﬂréstry, hunting and
fishing, The second reason for caution arises from the confusion between the terms "urban centre”
and "city". Many people have commented that more than half the world's population will soon be
living in cities - but this is incorrect since a significant proportion of the world's urban population live
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in small market towns and administrative centres. Certainly_,' the proportion of the world's population

living in “cities”, however defined, is substantially smaller than the proportion living in urban centres

of all sizes.

The association between size of economy and number u.f large cities _
The association between the per capita GNP of a country and its level of uibanization is well known -
i.e. that in general, the higher the per capita GNP, the higher the level of urbanization. What is
perhaps legs well known is the high concentration of the world's Iargest cities in the world's largest
economies, In 1990, the five largest economies ((Inited States of America, China, Japar, Germany
and the Russian Federation} had half of the world's 10 million plus inhabitant cities, a third of the
world's 5 million plus inhabitant cities and 37 percent of its "million-cities” - see Table 7.

Table 7: The association between the world's largest economies and fargest cities in 1990

The oormober of

10 million Smillion  “million
plus cities plus cities cities”
Worldwide _ _ 12 ' 33 281

In the world's five largest economies _ 6 11 : 103
In the next ten largest economies 5 11 67
In the next ten largest econcmiss Q- -4 34

In the rest of the world - L 7 -

SOURCES: The data on the world's "ten million plus" cities and "miliion cities" is drawn from
United Nations, World Urbanization Prospects; the 1994 Revision, Population Division, New Yotk,
1993, but adjnsted, when new census data that was not included in this dataset becomes available. The
data on the world's largest economies in is drawn from UNDP, The Human Development Reporf
1993, Oxford University Press, Oxford and is based on real GDP {ppp $); in this. year, the USA;
China, Japan, Germany and the Russian Federation were the five largest sconomies,

Taking the fifteen largest economies in the world in this same year; these contained all but one of the
ten million plus inhabitant cities; two thirds of the five million plus ihabitant cities and three _ﬁﬂhs' of
the million-cities. Tahle A2 lists the 60 largest economies and shows the number of 1G million plus,
5 million plus and one million plus inhabitant city in each in 1990. It shows that only one country
outside the fifteen largest economies had a city with 10 million pls inhabitants - Argentina which in

this year was the 30th largest economy. Only one country had a 5 million plus inhabitant city in 1930 '

outside of the 40 largest economies - Peru, 'the. 56th largest economy in this year, Considerable
cantion is needed in interpreting the fi igures in this table, smf:e as Table 3 showed, each large urban

- “agglomeration can have its p{:-pulatmn significantly ralse.d or I{)w-:-‘;red de'perxdmg on which bﬂundar}f is
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chosedn. Hoﬁr:—wer, this Table does indicate how few large cities are outside the world's larpest
economies. This might alse be taken as a caution against assuming a rapid growth in the pumber of
"mega-cities” in the future since megé—'cities generally only develop in the largest ex:oﬁnmies. The
table points to some exceptional cases that deserve detaijed aﬁalysis. The case of Argentina having a -
ten million plus metropolitan area (Buenos Airesj despite not having one of the world's largest
economies would certainly be linked to the fact that earfier in this century, it was one of the world's

- largest economies - although other factors would also need to be considered such as the concentration

of power and government resources within the Federal Government located in Buenos Aires and the
spatial legacy of the import-substitetion policies from earlier decades.

There is also a strong correlation between the countries in the South with' the fastest growing
economies and with the largest increases in their level of urbanization (UNCHS 1996), During the
1980s, the countries with stagnant economies were not urbanizing rapidly. Rising levels of

- nrhanization are strongly associated with growing and diversifying economies - and most of the .

nations in the South whose economie perfermance over the last 10-13 years is so envied by ather
nations are also the nations with the most rapid increase in their levels of urbanization (ibid).

There was also a strong correlation between economic growth rates and rates of increase in the level
of urhanization for all countries in the South during the 1970s - with the exception of sub-Saharan

Africa but the reasons for this have been described already, There is also evidence that the scale of
urban poverty grew considerably in most countries during the 1980s when they experienced serious

. economic problems and were also facing a slowdown in the rate of growth of their urban populations

and in the rate of increase in their level of urbanization (ibid., Satterthwaite 1995).

A predominantly urban foture? : _
The United Nations Population Division has long predicted that the world (and the South) will
continue to urbanize far into the future. In its mast recent prajectivns, which considerably reduce the
scale of urban growth pradicted up w0 2025 compared to previous projections, the world still has 61.1
percent of its population coming to live in urban areas by the year 2025 (United Nations 1995), Even
Africa will have some 54 percent of its pnpul'atiﬂn living in urban areas by 2025, It is difficult to
accept that all the relatively unurbanized countries in the Scuth will continue 1o urbanize uﬁ to the
year 2025 and beyond. Given the association between the scale of economic growth and the scale of
increase in-the level of urbanization for most countries in the South aver the last 30 years, this steady
increase in the level of urbanization in all the relatively unurbanized countries in the South is only
likely to take place if they also have steadily growing economies, While stronger-and more buoyant
economies for the world’s lower-income nations should be a key goal of development agencies, the
prospects for most such nations are hardly encouraging, within the current world economic system.
Many of the lowest income nations have serious problems with political instability or civil war and’
most have no obvious "comparative advantage" on which to build an economy that prospers and thus
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urbanizes. At present, there appears to be little prospect of a world economic system in which the
most powerful economies agree to give more encouragement and support to the weakest economies,

The projections made for city populations by the United Nations {(and widely used and quoted by other
sources) are also Dﬁen to guestion, for similar reasoms, In general, they have tended to over-state the
population of large cities, as can be seen in Table 8, For instance, Mexico City was meant to have 31
miilion inhabitants by the year 2000, according to UN projections made in the early 1980s - yet it is
likely t¢ have less than 18 million by that date. Other cities for which UN projections made in the

- 1970s and early 1980s are likely to be several million inhabitants too high include Sag Paulo and Rio
de Janeiro. '

Table 8: Examples of how U.N. projections for city populations by the Year 2000 have changed

Projected population (millions of inhabitants ) in the year 2000 ]
Hrbhan with the U.N. projection made in
agelom- 19735 11978 | 1980 |1982 | 19845 {1988 {1990 |1992 | 1994
erations
Mexico City | 21.6 [31.0 [27.6 |263 (258 |[244 [256 |162 |[164
SwoPaulo 1260 [258 |25 240 |240 236 |221 {226 |178
Calcutta 197 |164 |158 |166 |i65 159 |[157 |27 |127
Rio de 194 [19.6 |142 [133 |133 |13.0 |125 |122 {106
Iangiro ' '
Shanghai 192 |237 |259 {135 143 |47 170 [174 (172
Bombay 19,1 6.8 [163 [160 |160 [154 |154 |[181 |18.1
Peking 19.1 |209 [228 |108 112 [115 V140 |[144 |142
|| /Beijing - |
Seowd . |187 137 [137 (135 138 . |13.0 (127 [129 1123
Jakarta 169 157 143 |128 32 |37 [134 |14l
Cairo ~ | 16.4 128 [12.8 |13.2 Cf1ts 118|108 | 10.7
Karachi 159 116 |11.4 [12.2 116|117 1117|121
Buenos Aires | 14.0 | 121|122 [132 130|129 |12.8 114

SOURCE: Updated version of Table 8.2 in Hardoy, Jorge E. and David Satterthwaite, Sguatter
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Citizen; Life in the Urban Third World, Earthscan Publications, London, 1989 - drawing on United
Nations Population Division publications on "World urbanization prospects” or other United Nations
compendia of urban statistics,

There are two reasons to question the validity of giving projections for city populations far into the
future based on extrapolating past trends. The first is that a city’s population growth is very sensitive
to its economic pe:rformance and often to government policy - and also to changes in fertility, Few
people would risk extrapolating economic trends for any city 20-30 years in the future, For instance,
extrapolating trends in urban population growth in China from 1949 to 1960 to give a ghide as to what
would happen in the next 40 years would make China's populatmn 100 percent urban before the year
2000 and could hardly provide a useful indicator of future trends after 1960 since the proportion of
China's population in urban areas declined between 1961 and 1976, because of a.deliberate and
repressive government policy of restricting the right of people to Jive in cities. Extrapolating
ﬁopulatinn growth in 520 Paulo from its growth from 48,000 inkabitants in 1836 to 484,000 in 1916
would have given it 2 population of some 48 millien in 1976, more than four times its actual
population by that date. During the 1970s, specialists projected that _C_alcutl:é would have 40-50
million inhabitants by the year 2000 (see for instance Brown 1974). The projection was based on
extrapolating Calcutta's rapid population growth for the 19305, 1940s and 19503 far into the future.
But Caleutta's rapid rates of growth in the late 1940s was largely due to an influx of refugees from
what was formerly East Pakistan {now Bangladesh} after the partition of India in 1947 {Roy 1983) and
to population figures for 1941 being exaggerated for political reasons (United Nations 1985). .
Calcutta will probably have less than a third of this ﬁmjection by the year 2000. The projections for a
Calcutta of 40-50 million people by the year 2000 were made with no consideration as to the economic
or political changes needed to make Calcutta grow to this size.. Perhabs because the projections had a
certain "shock appeal” for commentators, the work of those who 20 years ago pointed out why
Calcnita would not continue to grow rapidly were ignored.”

We can assume that verjf large cities or 'mega-cities' cannct develop where there is no large economy
to support them. This fits with the evidence presented in an earlier section showing the high
con¢entration of the world's largest cities in the world's largest economiss, It also fits with the
obvious pﬂiﬁt that people will not jive in or move to cities if they have no chance of a livelihood or

. other form of support. Any city with 10-30 million inhabitants needs a very large economy to

generate livelihoods for so many inhabitants. But if this is so, this questions the validity of many of
the pf{)jectipns for the populations of individual cities. For instance, one United Nations' projection for
MNairobi made in 1982 sugpested that it would grow from under one million inhabitants to 18.9 million
inhabitants between 1980 and 2025. This would mean that by 2025, Nairobi would have three times

.the population currently living in Greater London. It is almost impossible to envisage the kind of

economic transformation in Kenya that would produoce this, Perhaps it was in acknowledgement of
this fact that the United Nations Pepulation Division reduced the range of its projections for future
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city populations from 2025 to 2015 in its most recent compendium of urban statistics (Uniteﬂ Nationg
1993). However, this compendium still has many projections which seem unlikely to be realized.

" For instance, it is hard to envisage how the city of Lagos in Nigeria can grow from around 6 million
in 1290 to more than 24 million inhabitants by the year 2015. 1t is no longer Nigeria's federal capital
and it is difficult to see how Lagos can develop the kind of economy {in competition with other
Nigerian cities) that can support more than 24 million people. It is also difficnlt to imagine cities such
as Kabul, Luanda, Addiz Ababa and Maputo sach with more thah 3 million inhabitants by 2015,
unless the economic prospects for the countries in which thé;,r are located greatly improve.

A second reason for questioning the validity of these long-range projections for city pnpul.atinﬂs is the
increasing evidence in both the North and the South of more decentralized urban systems. There are
usually powerful forces eﬁcouraging a more decentralized urban system within the most successiul
econcmies - including improved transport and telecommunications systems and production structeres
that encourage more new investinent cutside major cities (UNCHS 1996). These help explain the
slowed growth of cities such Sac Paule and Mexico City during the 19805 - and also why Europe and
North America have fower very large cities than had been expected in the 1960s and 1970s. More

- decentralized urban systems are also being supported by more decentralized government structures and
less public expenditure and investment concentrated in national capitals in many countries (ibid),
Thus, even if a country sustains a high rate of economic Erowlh over many years, it may be that urban
development is less concentrated in one or two large cities or metropolitan areas than in the past.

These two factors suggest that there will be fewert 'mega-cities' by 2015 and beyond than that

- suggested by United Nations projections. However, there may also be certain smaller cities in the
more successful economies that grow much more rapidly than has been projected to date. For
instance, the growth rate In China's largest cities appears relatively slow, given the speed of China's
economic growth in recent years, This may.be p'altljf_ explained by large numbers of temnporary’ or
unregistered migrants that are not included in official statistics. But it is also p.arﬂ}r explained by the
very tapid growth in many of its smaller cities (UNCHS 1996).

Some Conelusions _
This paper has shown how the rate of urban change in the South in recent decades has not been
" without precedent. It has shown how there are historic and contelnporary precedents in Furope and
North America for the rate of change in Southern nations' urban populations, Ievels of urbanization
. and city populations. It has also shown how the grﬁwth rate of most of the largest cities in the South
" slowed during the 1980s and in many, (here were more people moving out than moving in.: It has alse
shown the association between the lucatmn of the world's Eargest cities and its largest economies. It
also suggested that the 1930s was not only characterized by smaller increases in the level of
urbanization in most countries but also By more rapid increases in the scale and intensity of urban

poverty:
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This suggests a npewd for caution in linking the scale of urban problems to the speed of urban change in
the South. In terms of economic performance, the link is probably most often the reverse of this as it
is generally countries with the most successful economic pertormance that have had the most rapid
urban changes. It is much more difficuit to compare the soeial achievements of countries and consider
these in the light of urban change. But if life expectancy at birth is taken as a general measure of
societal achievement in improving housing and ]ivIng.mndi;Liﬂns_ and basic services, many of the
countries with the largest increases in their average life expectancy at birth between 1960 and 1992
were also countries with among the most rapid urban change. Silﬁilaﬂ}r, many of the countries with
the smallest increases in their life expectancy were also those with relatively slow urban chzmgé.

The fact that urban change in the South has not been at a rate that is unprecedeuted_éhohld not detract

from the scale of urban problems there. As noted earlier, the scale and intensity of urban poverty hag

probably grown in most nations during the 1980s and a Iarpe proportion of the urban population in the
South live in very poor quality housing with ingecure tenure and with very inadeﬁuate provision for

* water, sanitation, drainage, garbage collection and other basic services. But it could be said that

urban problems in the South are not so much a result of the rate of chmga in the urb:_in populations
but more the incapacity of the social and political structures and systems to adjust to such change (and
to the economic and social changes that underlie urban change). The fact that most city populations
have not been "exploding” demands that this is no longer given as the regson for urban preblems. It
means the need for those who study urban problems to consider the economic, social and political
reASOns why govermﬁe:nts and internationa! agencies have often been so Ineffective. in addres_sing urban
problems. It also means confronting the issue as to why it is often in countries with relatively small
cities and low levels of urbanization that vrban problems such as provision for piped water and
sanitation and overcrowding are so serious. ' '

NOTES AND REFERENCES

1. Lagos would be included in this list for the 1960s and 1970s if the United Nations estimats for 1990 1s used -
but npt if the figure of 5 million suggested by the 1991 census is accepted.

2. Theidea for this table was stimalated by the paper by L.S. Bourne (Bourne 1993} which mde the point that
while the United States appears to have very slow urban growth #s its tolal urban population is growing slowly
and as the level of urhanization has changed little for two deeades, in fact, there is a remarkably mapid urban
change teking place as many of the older cities in the Northeast decline in importance and as a whole new sedes
of cities grow greatly in importance in the South and West, The fipures for the US cities for 1990 are drawn
from this paper (although their original source is the US Bureau of Statistics). The figures for 1990 for the other
cities are either drawn from censuses or from the United Nations 1995 The figures for 1950 for all cities are
drawn from this source. The figures for 1900 are drawn mainly from census data collected by IIED and
incorporated into its cities database - or-from Chandier and Fox 1874, '

3. For instance, Manchester's population grew sixfold bstwesn 1774 and 1831 from 41,032 in 1774 to 270,901
in 1£31; see Girovard 1985, '

4, Information supplied by Richard Kirkby based on data from the 1990 Census, in Zhongeuo renkou iongfl
réanfian 1992 (Yearbook of Population Statistics, 1992), Beijing, Jingji guanli chubanshe (Econoimic
Management Press), 1992, p.448 and (for area) Beijing Municipal Statistics Bureau, Beljing Statistics in Bricf,
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Beyjing, China Statistical Fublishing House, 1088, page 1. Apart from the educational guarter in the Haidian
Diistrict (northwest) and the steel works and beavy industrzal aren of Shijingshan (west), priot to the 1380s

economic boom the city proper could be broadly defined as that area within the sas Ruagn di - the Third ngmad.

This encircles an area of just 158 km?2 in a total municipality spanning almost 17,000 km?. Its population
comprises all of the four inner city districts and parts of the 4 inper suburban districts. In total, this 'core city'
comprises only around half of the 10,82 million official residents of the capital in 1994.

5. Garza 1995,

6 This ensures the inclusion within Tokyo of the vast suburban areas and includes Tokyo-lo (mcludmg the
islands) and Chiba, Kanagawa and Saitama Prefectures .

7. Includes Greater Tokya Metropolitan Area plus Yamanashi, Gunma, Techigi and Ibaraki Prefectures.

%. This is what Toronto's population might be if it was defined with the methodology used in the United States
for defining Consolidated Metropolitan Areas. This would iacluds Toronto Metropolitan Area, the adjacent _
Hamilton CMA (0.6 million), Oshawa ChA (.24 mlllmn] and the rest of Youk County,

9, Note that these figures for the City of London, Inner London and Greater London are census figures; official
estitnates for 1921 for Inner London were 2,627,400 and for Greater London were §, 889,900, '

10. A.G. Champion, persomal communication

11. For instance in Buenos Aires and Mexico City, the "Federal District” is often considered as the central city,
but this is much larger than the historic city centre of both these cities

12. See A.G. Champion, note j in Table 1

13. This calculation is made from the Citiss Database of the Human Settiements Programme of the International
Institute for Environment and Development ((IED) and of IIED-América Lating. This combines the data on city
populations from 1950 to 1990 from United Nations 1995, op. off. w:lth recent and historic data drawe from
aroupnd 250 censuses and from Chandler and Fox 1974,

14. The list of cities with one million or more inhabitants in their functignal urban region is drawn from the
Functional Urban Region datebase at the London Scheol of Economics, which was developed by Puul Cheshire.

15, Thid.
16. See Hardoy and Satterthrwaite 1989 for more details on this

17. See for instance Row 1974,
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Table Al: The change in countries’ level of urbanization, 1%60 to 1990

Level of urkanizatlon
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COUNTRY Changes in the Last census

————————————————————— ~ level of on which

urhanizgation this tahle
1960 1990 19a0-1990 drawe

Fepublic of EKozrea 27.7 73.8 45.1 20
Bealarus 32.3 66.8 34.5 g9
Turkey 29.7 60.9 31.2 =11
Erazil 44.9 74,86 29.7 81
Croatia 30.2 EQ,8 9.6 gl
Bulgaria 38.6 67.7 29.2 85
Irag 42.9 71.8 28.9 87
Lithuania -32.9 68.8 28.8 89
FPuerto Rico 44.5 71.3, 26.8 20
Cameroon 13.9 40.3 26.4 a7
Republic of Moldova 23.4 47,8 24.4 &89
Veaezuela G66. 4 90.4 23.3 a0
TFYR of Macedonia 24.1 B57.8 23.7 21
Kumwait 2.3 g9%.8 23.5 as
Finland 38.1 6l.4 23.4 a0
Malaysia 26.6 40. B 23.2 91
Slovakia 33.5. 56.5 3.0 21
Norway 49,9 72.3 23.4 g0
Iran, I=lamic- Rep. of 34.1 56.3 A3.1. a1
Maxioo ' 0.8 T2-8 21.8 |0
Colombia 45.2 To.0 21.8 &5
Algseria 30.4 51.7 21.3 B7
Cote D'Ivolre - 19.3 40.4 21,1 Eg
Higeria id4.4 35.2 0.8 91
Ukraine 46.2 &£7.5 20.7 89
Bouador 34.4 54.8 20.4 - 80
Rucsian Federation 53.7 74.0 20.3 &9
Benin 8.3 29.0 9.7 92
Hungary 42. 56 62.1 19.56 o0
Czech Republic 45.8 €4.9 18.2 =N
Remania iq.2 £3.3 19.1 52.
Spain _ 56.6 75.4 lg.& 81
Fhilippines 130.3 48. 8 18.5. E1#
Honduras 22,7 40.7. 17.2 BB
Jamaica 33.8 51.5 17.7 g1
Namibia i15.0 31.9 16.9 491
Balivia 35.3 EE.H 18.5 B2
Armenla 51.2 67.5 16.2 89
Indonesia 14.6 .6 16.0 a0
Lesotho 3.4 - 19.4 16.0 86
Chile a7.8 83.3 15.4 TRz
Central Rfrican Rep. 22.7 37.5 14.8 a8
Japan 62.5 V.2 14.7 ag
Foland .47.9 2.5 14.& aa
Latvia 58.5 7r.2 14.4 8%
Estonia 57.5 71.8 14,3 g9
Chad &.8 20.5 13.7 83
Paraguay 35.6 48.9 13.3 52
Burkina Fasgo B P 17.%9 12.2 ES
Georgia 43.0 56.0 13.0 29
Eazakhstan 44.6 57.6 13.0 g
Argentina 73.6 BE6.5 12,9 ol
Mali 11.1 23.8 12.7 87
Fapua Hew Guinea 2.7 15.0 12.3 20
Portugal 22.1 33.5 11.4



28
COUNTRY Level of urkanization Change in the Last census
L L L S L L L S lgvel of on which
urbanization thiz table
-1960 194940 1%&60=-1990 draws
Ireland 45_8 56.9 ii.1 a1
Bweden T2.56 23.1 13.5 20
Panama 41.3 £l.7 10.5 50
France 62.4 72.7 - 10.3 S0
Niger E.8 ~1k.2 9.4 a8
Hong Kong g5.0 94.1" 9.1 86
New Zealand 76.40 84.8 8.8 91
- Uruguay 80.1 BE.9 8.8 85
Sepegal 31.9 39.8 7.8 - B8
Canada 68.% 76.6 7.7 o1
India 18.0 25.5 7.6 51
oman 3.a 11.0 7.4 S0
Malawi g, 11.8 T.4 27
Italy 55.4 66.7 7.4 g1
Mauritius 33.2 40.5 T.3 B0
China 19.0 2B.2 7.2 a0
Somalia 17.3 24.2 6.9 86
Uzbekistan 34.0 -40.6 8.6 29
Azerbaijan 481 54.4 G.4 ag
Thailand 12.5 18.7 6.2 o0
Ugands 5.1 11.2 6.1 g1
Egypt . 37.9 43.9 6.1 86
El Salwador ‘28,3 43,9 .5 a2
hustria 49.9 Bh.4 5.4 g1
United States of America 70.0 15.2 5.2 S0
Viet Ham 14.7 19.59 .2 ]5
Alkania 30.6 as.7 5.1 asg
Trinidad & Tokago 64,4 69.1 4.7 ag -’
Bustralia g20.6 g5.1 4.5 21
Burundi 2.0 6.3 4.2 90
Eyrgystan 4.2 3B.2 4.0 85
Ewanda 2.4 5.6 3.2 21
Eputh Africa 46.6 49 2 2.5 a%
Lingapore 100.0 100.0 Q.0 20
Tajikistan 33,2 2.2 (1.0} 849
. Turkmepnistan 46.4 44.5 (1.6 a9

NE This Table only includes nations which had one million or more inhabitante

in 199¢ and for which there was census data availsble for 19856 or later,

SOURCE: Data drawn from United Nations ({1995), World Urbanization Prospscts:
the 199¢ Revision, Populetion Division, New York, 178 pages. '
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Table A2: Distribution of the world's largast cities among its largest
economjies, 19%0

SORT

nited States of america

COUNTRY

China
Japan
Germany

Russian Federation

India .
United EKingdom
Italy

Brazil

Canada
Mexico -
Epain
Indonesia

Republic of Korea

FOPn 1990 GDPpc 1990

{ '000=)

{USS ppp)

29

249,924
1,155,305
123,537
79,365
147,913

21,449
1,390
17,616
18,213
TpoE8

5,118
850,638
57,411
57,024
148,477

27,791
84,511
39,272
182,812
. 42,870

17,405
1,072 .
15,804
15,8580
4,718

19,232
5,818
11,723
2,181
6,733

e e T v ———— T T N T ——— ——— T T B e e e b ey e T T - TI T —— - - -

Ukraine
Bustralis
Turkey
Hetherlanda
Fakistan

51,637
16,888
56,098
14,952
121,934

5,433
16,051
4,652
15,695
1,862

Thailand

Iran, Islamic Rep. of

South Africa
Saudi Arahkia
Belgium

85,583
53,948
27,066
16,048

9,251

3,986
3,253
4,265,
10,94%
16,381

R Ak S B . T e Bk dk B S e e e e = T THY B T R B e Rt e L A ) R B L B B e e e o e
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Poland
Sweden
Switzerland
Fhilippines
Argentina

‘38,118
8,558
E,235%

60,775
dz,546

4,237
17,014
20,874
2,303
4,295

T —————————— T ———— T ————— i T B e ol e e e e e o TE T T ———— — T —— — . - -

Az
33
34
35

Colombia
Bustria
Venezuela
Nigeria _
Crechogiovakia

32,300

7,706
19,501
26,154
15,6062

4,237
16,504
G,169
1,215
7,300

T T T S T T A L. Bk Bk ok b e e e e T N S T i B e S e e bk e e e e e e e o e e e e e e ey e e o

38
az
g
39

Egypt
Malay=ia
Eangladesh
Hung ¥ong
Fortugal

" Denmazk
Finland
Hazakhstan
Srascs
Algeria

Viet Ham
Horway
Chile
Fomania
Uzbekistan

56,313
17,892
108,118
5,704
9,868

. 5,140
4,985
16,670
10,238
24,835

66,689

4,24]
13,155
23,207
20,421

1,588
6,140
872
15,5495
5,770

16,761
16,446
4,716
Y.386
2,011

1,100
16,028
5,099
2,800
3,115

GDE HNUHEER OF
Uss CITIES OF
(billiong) 10M+ SM+ 1M+
5,360.6 e 2 33
2,29%.1 2 3 38
2,176.2 2 2 &
I1,445.5 1 13-
1,178.6 2 13
987.2 -1 3
911.% 2 4 23
s07.3 1 4
S06.1 4
700.5 1 2. 12
534.5 3
S0G.1 1 1 4
460.4 2,
398.7 1 E
2E8.86 1 1 &
280.5 5
271.1 5
261.0 1 3
234.7% 2
227.0 l 7
221.6 1 1
1gl.8 1 i
180.3 d
176.4 C 2
163.0 1
i6l.5 3
145.6 1
142.7
140.0 1 -1
129.8 1 1 3
136.9 q
127.2 1
120.3 3
ilg.8 1 2
114.3 1
112.0 1 2
109.9 1
24.3 1 2
B9.0 1 1
B&.5 1
86.3 1
B2.0
78.6 1
75.4 1
75.1 1
72.4 2
68.0
67.1 i
65.0 i
63.6 1

I ——————— T T T Lk B B e ey R B T B B Bk Bl e e - S T ———————— T L i
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SORT COUNTREY - . POPn 1950 GDPpe 1990 GDhP ~ HUMEBER OF
: {'Q0Ds) {USS ppp) nes CITIES OF
’ {billions) 10M+ 5M+ 1M+
El Irag ) . 18,0748 3,508 53.4 1
52 Hungary 10,365 6,115 - 63,4 1
E3  Syrian Arab REpuhllC 12,348 4,756 £g8.7 2
54 Belarus ) o 10,212 5,747 . BR.E "1
55 Horocoo 24,334 2,348 £E7.1 2
56 Feru - 21,588 2,622 56.6 1 1
57 Israel . : : 4,660 . 10,840 50.5 1
58 New Zealand . 3,36l 13,481 - 45.3 ’
59 Dem. People'=s Rep of Xor 21,774 2,000 435 1
&0 Singapore 2,70% 15,880 43.0 : 1
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Publicarions that
concentrate on
urban issues n

Africa, Asia and

Latin Amenca -
with a special

mierest in
housing and
housing fmance,
health,
envimhment,
poverty
reductior,
cc-ﬁununitj.r
- aCtion,
sustainable
development
and urban
change.

L N N NN NN

Recent
publications
from ned’s

human
settlements
programme

Contents
e Environment and Sustainable
Development
e Urban Poverty Reduction
o Finance for Housing and Basic
- Services
- . @ Funding Community Initiatives
e Health and Housing
¢ Housing and Housing Rights
o The Joumal: Environment and

Q.

{m

internationat
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'Uf'bﬂﬂizatfﬂﬂ . . Il:rumte::rnd
¢ Urban Change and Rural-urban Development

Iﬂtﬁl’ﬂCtlDﬂS H.uman Settlaments
e Participatory Tools and Methods Programme



INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Environment for Children

David Satterthwalte, Roger Hart, Caren Levy,
Diiania Mitlin, David Ross, fac Smit and Carolyr
Stephens

Subtitled *Understanding and acting on the
environmental hazards that threaten children
and their parents”, this book explains how
bath environmentalists and development
speclalists have ghven fartoo little attention to
the impact of the envirenment on children. k
describes how millions of children die
unnecessarily each year from environmental
causes while tens of miliions suffer ill-haalth
or injury. it distusses why promoting a safe
and heajthy erwitohment for children ks rarely
given a high priority by governmenis and aid
agenches, i also includes chapters on
sustainable development and en community-
based approaches to addrassing
envirenmental problems, including how
children themselves should be inwvolved in such
approaches, This book was commissioned by
UNICEF and written by a muktidisciplinary

* team that included specialists in child

: development, infant and maternal health,

« environmental health, economics and

* community developmant,

o “.an ideal reference for those concerned with
» the effect of environmental hazards on

o children’s health and development” Third .

s World Planning Review

® “.animportant contribotion to an area which
: has been given surprisingly Iite attention in

"w thepast* Local Environment

® 1996, Enrthscan, London. ISEN 1-85383-326-6.

+ 289pp. F13.S5523 (haif price for non-OFCD orders)

. Ordar No.S0&s0
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Envircnmental Problems in Third World Cities
Jorge £, Hardoy, Diang Mithin and David
Satterthwaite

Now in its fowrth reprint, this book describes
environmental prablers in cities and howr these
aftfect human health, local eco-systems and global
cycles. It also shaws that practical solutions {o
many of the prablems can be found, especially
threugh building the capacity and competence of
urban government, supporting local NGOs and
channelling support direct to assodations of low-
mcome howuseholds.

“Itis rare to encounter a work as avtharitative and
accessible as this, it fs @ mring of useful information
from cities In every part of the Third World, which

does not shy away from the immensity of the

problems but says as much about the solutions to
them as about the pmbfems themsedves”
Jonathan Porritt

*Eravirormerntal Problems in Third World Cities™ is
not just & masterly anafysis. it shows fow o
fanage issues wirch have offen proved
vnrmanageabie” Slr Crispin Tickell, Warden of

. Green College, Oxford

“This wefl-written and {ucid book s & usefid primer
on the eomplex enviranmental problems facing
citfas in the South™ Health Action

_ 199%, Earthscan, London. ISBN: 1-85303-146-8, 302pp.

£14.95/425 (half pril:u fo:r non-0ECD orders) )
Qrder Nb\.sus'.-'

Sustainable Develapment and Cities

Diana Mitfin and David Sacrertwarte

This is the background paper commissioned by
Glohal Forum 24 for the five-day conference it
organised on "Cities and Sustainable
bevelopment® in Manchester, UK. Delegations
from 50 cities around the werld attended this
conference, with representatives in each city
delegation drawn from citlzen groups and NGOs,
trade unions, dty government and the pr]vaté
sactar

The paper s divided into nine sections. The first
cliscusses the potential that clties have for
cantributing to sustainable development and what
has to be done to reallse this potential. The second
considers the mafn goals that are part of
sustainabie development and how these relate to
citlas and 1o the seven themes chosen for
discussion at Global Forum "94. This is followed by
sections on these seven themes: resource Lse;
livelihoods: basic needs and urban poverty;
envirenment and health; tramsport and
ramimunications; finance for sustainable

development; and governance and institutions. An -

annex considers the extent to whidh Agenda 31
{the makn “action plan™ coming out of the Earth
Summit in 1992) addresses urban issues,

1954, Available in English, French and Spanith. B2pp.
FARISER Order No.7017

Sustainahble Cities

A special issue of the fournaf Environment and
Urhanization. Yolume 4, Mo.Z2 :

This thcludes papers on: cities” ecological -
footprints; the political economy of urban poverty
and environmental management; recycling in
Begatd; upgrading in Surahays; non-tonventional

opticns for garbage collection and recycling; urban
agriculture; and Curltiba’s environmeantal
programme, Papers afsa on voluntary erganisations
In Bangfadesh and an innovative sports pragramme
for children in one of Nairobis largest squatter
settlements. There are also profiles of IIED-Ameérica
Latina and of Homeless International,

1882, 155N; 0954-2476. 238pp. S1USHE Order No.7007

NEB: The October 1388 issue of Environment and

-Urbanization will be on Sustainahle Cities

Revisited and will include case studies of
innovative Lacal Agenda 21s.

URBAN POVERTY REDUCTION

A warking paper series launched in 7996, with case
studies of the experience of government agencies
and NGOs that have implemented large-scale
poiverty reduction prograrmmes aver the |ast 10
years. Thera are also some averview papers.

A. CASE STUDIES

SPARC and 1ts Work with the Nattonal Shum
Dwallers Federation and Mahila Milan, India
Sheola Patel .

1996. 17pp. L3555 order NoFo3g .

Reconstructing Sockal Capltal fn a Poor Urban
Seftlement: the Integrated Improvement
Programmie, Barrio San Jorge’

Rivarda Schusterman and Ana Hardoy

1996, 25pp. EIUSSE Crder No.7o41

The Orangi Pilot Project. Pakistan
QPP Rasearch and Training Institule

1995, 13pp. £5/U555 Oreler Nu'ma':

The Urban Communlty Deuelnpment Office,
Thailand
Somscok Bocnvabanche

199€. Spp. E3NIS%ES Creder No, 7045

From Community Develapment 1o Houslng
Finance: from MutirGes to Casa Melhor in
Fortaleza, Brazil

Yies Cabannes

1996. 29pp. £IUSS5 Order Mo.7046

Decentralization and Urban Poverty Reduction
in Nlcaragua: the experience of the Local
Development Programme {PRODEL}

Alfredo Stein

1956. 27pp. EINUSES Qrder Np, 7022

FONHAPO: the experience of the National Fund
far Low Income Housing in Mexico :
Envigue Orbiz

15958, 55pp. £3USES Grder No.7048

Our Muney; Our Mevement {case 5tud:-,r of the
Wemen's Credit Union in Sri Lanka) '

AMana Albee and Nandasiri Gamage

1956. IT Pulllications, London. £3US55  Order No.7038

Bottom-up Initiatives for Poverty Reduction:
an NGO effort in Ga Mashie, Accra, Ghana
Anoba I Annorbah-%arpef

3997, 15pp, £3U555 Order No.7048



uTshani Buyakhuluma {The grass speaks):
People’s Blalogue and the South African -
Homeless People’s Federation

Joef Bolnick

1997, Jpp. £3V5E5 Ordet No.7045

B. OVERVIEWS AND GENERAL
WORKS

Urban Poverty: reconsidering its scale and
nature
David Satterthwarte _
1996, 22pp. £IISES arcer Ne.7033
Reaching Low-income Groups with Houslng
Finance
Diana pMithin
1897, 45pp. £3USSE Crder No.7044
City-hased Funds for Community Initiatives
Diang Mitlin and Dawid Satterthwaite _
1456, 19pp. £3MUSES Qrder Mo, ynzh
Another {|IED working paper of refevance to this
topic is: ’
NGO Capacity and Effectiveness! a review of
themes in NGO-related research recently
funded by E5COR
Anthony Bebbington and Diana Mithin
1896, 37pp. £2.50 Order No.7050

More tase studies of urban peverty reduction
initiatives will be published during 1999 and 2000,

Two issues of the journal Emvironment and
Urbariization published in 1995 concentrated on

urban poverty:

Urban Poverty: characteristics, causes and
conseguences Volune 7, Mol

This Includes papers on urban poverty in Harare,
Mexico, Dar es Salaam, San Carfos de Bariloche,
Bembay and the rural-urban interface in Tanzania
- and zls0 four general papers, induding one by
Robert Chambers considering the links between
poverty and livelihoods. Alsc two papers on
participatory tools and methods.

1935, I55K: 0S56-2476. Z83pp. E1XU5511 Order No. 7002

Urban Poverty Ik from understanding to
action Volume 7, No.2

This inciudes papers on urban poverty in Abld]an,
(thaka, Brazil, Mairobi, the Padfic and Khartoum
-arvd also on kow municipal interventions can
address poverty. Also papars on how the middle
tlasses were squeezed in Latin Armerica during the
19805, on housing markets in La Paz and on Chile's
housing policy. Also, two papers on participatory
tools and methods and a profile of the Orangi Filot

Project in Pakistan.:
1095, [55N: 0956-2478. zssm £12/95521 Drder No, 7028

»
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FINANCE FDH.HDUSING AND
BASIC SERVICES

Hi-Fi News

" A twice yearly nevwsletter of the Habitat

International Coalition’s Working Group on
Housing Finance and Resource Mobilization. This
provides information about housing finance -
projects and programmes in the South and details
of recent publications, .

‘Available at no charge; write to the Human

Settlements Pregramme at IED or e-mail us on
diana.mitlin@iied.org

Housing Finance and Resource Mobilization
Ciana Mitin (Editor)

Thls i the report of a sacond Hakitat tnternational
Coalition workshop on housing finance and .
resclrce mobilization held in 1996, The workshop
brought together 20 professionals and
practitioners working within the field of loan
finance for hausing and neighbourheod
developments in love-income settlemants. Case

- studies of housing finance programmes from

south Africa, Marmibia, Zimkabwe, Philippinas,
Thailand, India, Argentina, Coldmbia and Brazil
ware presented and the experience of those taking
part allowed the discussions to draw on a much
wider range of projects and programimes.

F096. 97pp. £4 {free to Southern NGOs and Southem
teaching Insutu't.lnns} Arder No. 70343

_ WORKING PAPERS DN HOUSING

FINANCE

A new sefles of working papers was Jaunched in

1998, The first two are:

Micro-finance of HousIng: A Key to Building
Emerging Country Cities?
Bruce Ferguson

forthcoming 1936 Grder No.JU52
SPARC™= work with HUDCOQ
Sheels Patel and Randi Davis
fﬂrﬂw:uning 1998 Order No, 7053
Two papets in the Urban Poverty Reduction series -
are also on houslng finance:

FONHAPO: the experience of the National
Fund for Low Income Housing in Mexico
Enrique Ortiz

1983, S5pp. £3USES " Grder No.7040

Reaching Low-income Groups with Heusing
Finance '

" Diana Mitlin

1997, A5pp. £3AISES Order Ne. 7044

. Other papers in the Urban Pﬁverty Reduction

series, listed n the previous section, and the
publications in the rext section on Furiding
Community Initiatives alss have material on ricre-
fmance for housing and basic services.
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FUNDING CONMMUNITY
INITIATIVES

Funding Community Initiatives

Silvina Arrossi, Felix Bormbarolo, Jorge £ Hardoy,
Diana Mithin, Luis B Cosm:r and David
Satterthwaite

Despite four decades of development planning, at
least one third of the urban population of Africa,
Asia and Latin Amerca remain poor. Over 600
million live'in “life and health threatening™ homes
and neighbourhoods because of poor houwsing and
inadequate or no piped water, sanitation and
health care, But as the shortcomings of
governments and developroent Brogram mes
become mare apparent, the untapped abilities of
low-income groups and their community
eroanisations to devetop their own solutions are
increasingly recognised. This beck analyses the
conditfons necessary Tor successful community

_initiatives and includes 18 case studies of

intermediary institutions {most of them Third
Workd NG0s) whe provide technical, fegal and
financial services to low-income househalds for
constructing of improving houwsing. Many also
work viiith communhity arganisations in improving
water, sanitation, drainage, heaith care and other
community services,

1234, Earthecan, London, 1ISEN: 1-85383-204-2. 190ap.
£14.95015525 (half price for non-0ECD orders).

Alzo avellable In Spanish

Funding Community Level Inltiatives

A speciaf issue of the journal Environment and
Urbanization Volume 5, Na.l

This contains case studies of funding initiatives by
local groups in Bombay, Karachi, Mexico City, San
Joséand Sauth Africa with overviews of funding
systermns for community development and for
shelter improvements. Also, a description of the
work of the Cooperative Howsing Foundatian in

‘Central Amerira and of the Settlements

Informaticn MNetwork Africa, and & paper on
environmental prohlems in the river Magdalena
{Colombiia} by Gabrie! Garcia Marquez.

1553, [SSN: G955-2474. 190pp. £100USSIE Order No, 7008

One paper in the Urban Poverly Reduction series is
alse on funding community initiathes:

Clty-based Funds for Community Initlatives
Bisna Mitin and David Satterthwaile
1096, 1pp. £3ISES - Drder No. 7029

Qrder No.5072

HEALTH AND HOUSING

Lrriban Health in Africa

Sarah ) Atkirson and Affred Merfle

This discusses the main environmental and occupationat
health issues and the provision of health care services in
urban areas in Africa. It includes case sudies of
inftiatives ta improve envirenmental health and health
care. It draws on the experience of over S0 heaith

professionals wha took part In a workshop organised by

GTZ {Deutsche Gesellschaft far Technische
Zusamraenarbeitt and the World Health Crganization
on "Urban Health in Africa” in November{[}ecember
1893

19583, 15BN 0505-347-70X. Fipp. £E.|"|]551D i) Grder No 7018

The Poor Die ‘mung: huusing and health in Third
World cities

Jarge £ Hardoy, Sandy Cafrmoross andDawn'
Satterthwaite (Fditors) .

This book describes the maln heakth problems
canfronting low-Income groups in cities in Africa, Asia
and Latin America and the ways 1n whith most such
problems can ke solvad quickly and cheaply.

*The authors concentrate on detafled anafyses of
eftfes... they consider innovative schemes for dealing
with the prolilems, the needs of the peopie and how
they coufd be met. In & fascinating chapter, they peer
fnta the future and see what nHght happen iFno
chianges are made in governmental and aid agencies”
approaches and what could be achieved if lasans are
drawrr from present faflures.” The Guardian

“This volume shiows hundreds of examples of seif-help,
in cities as diverse 25 Allahabad, Rio de laneiro and
Khartoum. There, people are improving their health by
upgrading their neighbourhaods, in ways that are far
cheaper and more enduring than any of the large-scale
projects advecated By planners and engineers trained jrn
the western rodel,” Mew Statesman and Society
A well structured coffechon of essays cancerning

" health, its refation to environmental conditions among

the urban poor. and the kinds of innovative, low-cost
improvemenis thal tan and have beert adepted both by
governments and deprived communities thermzefves.
Development In Practice

1250. Earthstan, Lormdon. ISEN: 1-85383-0919-1, 30%pp.
£13.95/U5523 (half price for non-0EC0 crders}  Ord. NoaS121

Health and Wellbelng in Cities

A specta] issue of the journal Environment and
Urbanization Voiume 5, No.2

This Includes case studies from Accra, Jakarta and Lusa ka,
a study in Khulna (Bangladesh) on the impact of iIF
health on household income and nutrition, and papers
revievaing the impact o heatth of urban eavirenmenits
and women's needs and priorities for water and
sanitation. Also, a description of a viclence prevention
programme and a paper onwhat makes “a healthy oy,
Also a guide tothe Iiterature on health in dties, a profile
of the Asian Coalition for Housing Rights and Feedback
on the Community Assistance Service {Praja Sahayaka
Sewaya) s Lanka,

1953, ISSH:0SSE-2478, 219pp. £10USS1E Order No.7009

The April 1984 Tssue of Emviropment and Urbanization
on Service Provision in Cltles also contains cage
studies of innovative ways of addressing urban health
problems. Vofeme 6, No.Z? .

1654, ISSN: OS56-2478. 240pp, £12/U5521  Ordor No 7011
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t HOUSING AND HOUSING RIGHTS

Both 1997 issues of the journal Emvirennrent and
Urbanization were on housing issues:

Tenants: addressing needs, increasing options
Frivironment & Urbanization Volume 2. No.2

. This includes papers on rental accommadation and
tenants’ organisations in Goiania (Brazill, Cape
Town and Durban (South Africa), Howrah {India},
Lima {Peru}, Cochabamba (Bolivia), Nairob
(kenya), 5an Salvador (E| Salvadar} and central
areas in Latin American cities. Alsn a paper on
provision for sanitation in tenant areas in Nairchi,
Papers n the feedback section on: new raodels for,
aid agencles in the search for shelter; translating
MG successes into governrnent policies; growing
up in cities; urbanization and caregiving; evictions
and relocations In Lagos; greaning small recycling
fires In Calcutta; and appraising a low-income
housing programme in Kenya.

1997, 155N: D956-2478. 360pp. £12U5421 Order No.7047

The Struggle for Shelter o

Environment & Urbanization Volume 2 No.1
This includes papers on the struggle for shelter in
Brakar, Fortaleza, Lima, Hyderabad (Pakistan),
Euenos Aires, the United States and South Africa
and a photo-essay on Mexico. Also, papers on: The
Big fssue and other street papers fior the homeless;
what determines vulnerability to floads in
Georgetowry; the use of existing data o
understand inequalities in health; experiences with
participatory action research for children of the
utban poot; and the experience of Sharan in
developing finandial services for the urban poorin
India.

1947, 155N; 0956-2478. 283pp. £12USE21 Ordar No. 7043

Squatter Citlzen: [Ife in the urban Third World
Jorge E. Hardoy and David Satterthwaite

This describes the vast and complex process of
urban change and considers its impact on the fives

iliustrate points made and also tell stories of how a
squatter invasion was organised or how
commuhities in illegal settlemants organised their
own defence or worked together to improve
conditions..

*... @ book which should enjoy wide appeal: asa
plea for adpption of the ‘popidar approach’ as a
text for student use; and as an acressible and
stifnufating guide fo the urbhan problems of
developing countries..” Progress in Human
Genyraph! .

... ane of the b&stcontemporar}f statements of
what fs oteurring in the growth of urban places in
the Third World. " Environment and Planning A
*....a very readabile book, containing a lot of well
docurnented information, The book is especially
refeant for interested lay people but many &
professional can also henefit By having It on the
bookshelf.” Third World Planning Review -
1589, Earthscan, London. ISBN: 1-B53830929-8. 375pp.
E13.55/U5523 (half price for non-QECR orders)

Order No.5145

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

of its poorer dtfzens. Boxes intarsperse the text to -

From Houslng Needs to Housing Hights: an
analysis of the right to adeguate housing
under international human rights law
Scolt Leckie

" The right of al} people to affordable, secure and

healthy housing has been legally recognised since
the aduption by the United Nations of the
Universal Daclaration of Human Rights in 1948,
This report documents how governments in both
the North and the South have failad to adept the
policies and legisiation necessary to ensure their
citizens' housing rights are respected. it describes
the growing movement worldwide to press
governments to respect the right to housing and

advises on how to combat kousing righits vielations '

{eg.-opposing forced evictions and demanding
action for the hormaless) by showing where

housing rights exist, which goverrnments are bound -

by law to respect them and how such rights can be
enforced and protected.

1992, ISEN: (-305347-78-1. 108pp. £9 95M5$1? 50 (hakf
price Tor non-0ECD ondars) Order No.T014

© Evictions

A special issue of the journal Environment and
Urbanization, Yolume & No,1

This includes an overvlew of evictions worldwide
and case studies on evictions in Bangkok, Manilz,
Karachi, Durban, Rio de Jangiro, Lhasa and lsrael.
Also papers on health in Nairobi’ illegal
settlements, urban agriculture in Harare, and
sustalnable cities and China, There are alsa profiles
of the Urban Resource Centre in Karachi and the
Centre for Hoosing Rights and Evictions,

1994, ISSN0956-2478, 222pp. £12U5521 Order No. 7010

Service Provision in Cities

A speciaf issue of the fournal Environment and
Urbanization, Volume & Na.2

This includes papers on a comm unity—dwected basic
service programme in Guaternala City; a
pragramme to stop violence againgt women and
zhildren in Cebu; the prometion of community-
based approaches to urban infrastructure In
Nigeria: community mabilization for obtaining
land tenure and services in Duagadougsy; and 2
sanitation programme in Dhaka. Also papers on
setting a new agenda for sexual and reproductive
health and rights; household-levet ervironmental

-problems in 530 Paulo; and wasteplcking in

Bangalore. Also a profile of the Carvajal
Foundation and Feedback-articles en action plans -
for sustainable communities and on the decline of
the urbar managemént system in South Africa.
1694, 155N 0956-24 78, 240pp. £127USS21 Order No. 7011
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" and abused childran in Egypt; women-vendors in

. David Satterthwarite .
* This paper draws on the most recent census data

UREAN CHANGE AND RURAL- émall and Intermediate Urban Centres;

their role in regional and national
development within the Third World

Jorge E. Harday and 0. Satterthwaite (Fditors)
Most of the Third World's urban population either
lives In or depends on small and intermedizte sized
urban centres for access to goods, services and
markeats. Yet most urban research has concentrated
“on large cities, [n response to the increasing
interest shown by governments in spedial
programemes for intermediate size cities, this book
seeks to provide a better understanding of how
economic, social and political forces shape urban
systerns and thus affect the development praspeacts
of small and intermediate size urban centres. Five
chapters report on the findings of empirical

_ studies onthe role of small and intermediate size

vrban centres in regions in Argenting, the Sudan,
Wigeria and North and South India. There are also
chapters reviewing the literature on this subject
and reviewing the scale and nature of government
policies towards smaller urban centres.

" A now, there has not been 2 comgrehessive
review of the factors behind the growth and
stagnation or decline of smalfler urban centres and
the policy implications that follow. Hardoy and
Satterthwaite’s book will fill that vaid” Cities
1986, Hodder and Stoughton {Londen, UK and
Westview {USA]. I5BN: G-340-38075-6. 421pp. £15/
5527 {this book Ix close te selling out and when it

“dows, a high quality xaroxad copy with ring binding

URBAN INTERACTIONS

Beyonsd the Rural-Urban Divide

A special issue of the journal Environment and
Urbanization, Volums 10 No. 7

This indudes papers that documeant how recant
and current economic changes affect migration
patterns and rural-urban rescurce transfers in
Botswana, Mexico, Senegal, South Africa and
Zimbabwe and how gender and household
organisation influences migration patterns. There
it alka a guide 1o the lterature and papers on: the
inter-depandence between smaill towns and their
surreunding areas in Zimbabwe; wha gains and
who loses inthe intense competition for land on
the edge of Manila; and health risks assoriated
with natural resource production in peri-urban
areas. The Feedback sectlon has papets on street

Port-au-Prince (Haiti}; housing palicies in Egypt
and poverty reduction in urban areas.
1598, IS5N0055-2478. 298pp. £120U5%521, Order Na.7051

The Scale and Rature of Urban Change n the
Sourth ’ .

and on other national studles 1o show how the
grivwth rates for many cities and most urban
populations slowed down considerably during the
19805, Puring this decade, many of the South’s
fargest cities had more people moving outthan in,
The paper shows how population growth rates
ameng cities in the South are not unprecedented
and how several ¢ities in the North are among the
world's fastest growing <ities. The paper also
showes how most of the world's [argest cities are
heavily concentratad in the largest economies and
how anly a very small proportion of the world's
population lives in *mega-cities”.

1996, I0pp. £20553 Order No.7030

will be available for the samé prica)

Third World

David Satterthwaite

source,

orders)

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EHUIHGHi‘dEHT AND DEVELOPMENT

Outside the Lﬁrge Citles: annotated
bibliography and guide to the literature on
small and intermediate urban centres In the

Siivia Blftzer, Jufio Davila, Jorge E. Hardgy and

Detailed annotations of 170 published works on
small and intermediate urban centres, drawn
mainly from a review of 53 journals. Each _
annotation aims to give the reader a clear Tdea of
the svope and key conclusions of the original work.
The annotations are divided into those dealing
with urban case studies and thosa daaling with
broader aspects such as migration, settlement
patterns and trends, productive organtsation and
govermment strategies and plans, The bibliography
also has four indexes: by auther, nation, dty and

1488, 158pp. £T1.50M15520.70 {half-price for non-DECD

Crdar No.7018

Order No.7013
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ENVIRONMENT AND
- URBANIZATION

A journal that concentrates on urban and
environmental lssues in Africa, Asla, Latin America _
and the Caribbean, lts coverage includes housing,
infrastructure and services, health, poverty
reduction, commenity action and sustainable
development. One of the most widely read {and
cheapest] journals in its fleld, Emvironment and
Urbanization is written for both a Speclahst and a
general audience,
Fublished twice a year, each issue is based on a
theme such as Sustainable Cities or Urban
- Powverty and conitains:

-4 7-11 papers on different nations or cities dealing :
© with the issue’s theme

@ A guide to the literature {in most issues)

® Profiles of inngvative NGOs _

& Book Notes — sumimaries of new books, research

reports and newsletters and how these can be

obitained (including those 1n Spanish, French and

Portuguese)

#@ Huilatin Board - keeps you in touch with current

averts and debates

@ Cine or more papers on participatory tools and

methods {since April 1995)

Most articles are written by researchers, NGO staff
and other professionals from Africa, Asia and Latin
America. [ts subscribers incluge avar 700
universities or training Institutes and ovar 650
MGOs in the South, as well as most major
uhiversities and development agencfes in Eurape
and North America.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

One-yaar subscrlptlnr!.

nstitutions — £33/)5456; individuals - £22."U5$3?
Two-year subsariptlon:

institutions = £5&U5405; individuals ~ £37/05363
Three.year subscription:

institutions — £281154132; individuals - £52/115488

Half-price subseriptions available to subscribers
frem Latin America, Asia fexcept Japan) and
Africa, and to students {8 xerox of 2 current
student card is needed as proof)

For free sample copies (available on request) or
subscriptions write to Emvironmeant and
Lirbanization, IED, 3 Endsleigh Street, Londan
WC1H ODL, VK, email: himans@iied.org

For more details about Environment and
Urbanizatfon, visit its web pages om:
http: e iied.orgfhumanfeny_urb.himl

ENVIRCGNMENT AND
URBANIZATION — BACK ISSUES

“Sustainable Cities Revisited

Vaol. 10, Na.Z, [to be published In October 1998)
Beyond the Rural-Urban Diviee - .

Vol. 10, Na.1, 1998, 298pp. £12 Crder No.7051
“Tenants: addressing needs, Increasihg options

* Available a3 a high
quality, ring-bound

Vol, 9, No. 2, 1997, 360pp. £12 - Order No,70a7  photooopy of the
The Struggle for Shelter original, since the
Val. 9, No. 1, 1987, 283pp. £12 Order No 7043 Ooriginzl print run has.

sold out

] "’I._-..'l"lll"l'II."'IIIﬂ..'I'..Il‘...l..l..-.I."l_'-'-l-"l.'.-.-.ll.'lI...-I'-ll"l....l'.l'i....llll

. Sustainabls Davalopment and the Giohal Commans

‘perceptions and problems

En‘?.lm“m.e.-m

. i |
Urbanization s

City ihequality {
Vol. B, No. I, 1956, 241pp. E1Z Ordar No. 7035
Future Cities . 3
Vol &8, No. 1, 1996, 2&epp. £12 Grder Mo 021
Urban Poverty |I: fram wndearstanding to O
action ' g
Val. 7. N, 2, 1995, 266pp. £12 Order Mo, 7028 @

Urban Poverty: characteristics, couses and
CONSEqUENTES ’
Yol. 7, No. 1, 1995, 283pp*, £12
Service Provision In Clties

Vol. 6, No, 2, 1994, 240pp*. £12
Evictions

Vol. 6, No. 1, 1994, 222pp. £12
Health and Wellbsing in Cities
Yol. 5, Na. 2, 9593, MM5pp. £10 Dirder Hm‘."nllﬂo
Funding Community Level Initiatives

Order Hm?ﬂ12©
Oreder NO\.Tﬂ':l"l O

-Drder Nmﬂlw(:}

Vel. 5 No. 1, 1993, 150pp*. £10 - Ordet Hn.‘ﬂlﬂa(—j
Sustainabla Cltles . ' -
Vol, 4, Ha, 2, 19532, 238pp. £10 Order Hu.?ﬂl!l?{‘.-j

Vol 4, No. 1, 1992, 175pp. £10 Order Ko.7006 __
Women in Environment and Urbankzation: )
strategios for actlon and the potential for
change - O
Wol3, No. 2, 1991, 1T1pp*. £10 Grder No,7005
Rethinking Local Gwemment: views from [

the Third World -
Dﬂ'ler No. TDM(:)

Val 3. Ho. 1, 1591, 200pp*. £10
Children and the Environment: their needs,

Vol. 2, Ne. 2, 1990, 125pp. £10 . Order na.?uozo
Community Based Organizations: how they
develop, what they seek and achieve Q
vol.z, Ne. 4, 1930, 136pp*. £10 . Order No.7002 _
Beyond the Stereotypa of Slums; how poor
people find ac:nmmodat:nn in Third Weorld
clties _
Vel 1, Ne. 2, 1989, 128pp. £10 Arder Ne. 7001
Environmental Prablems In Third World Citles()
Vol 1, N, 1, 198%, 103pp. £10 Orcier No. 7080
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PARTICIPATORY TOOLS AND
METHODS

ERA Motes 271 special issue on participatory
tools and methods in urbkah areas

" Although RRA Notes is a publication serles on

participatory tools and methads that concentrates
oni rural and agricultural development, this special
issue looked at the use of such toals and methods
in urban areas. It included case studies from Sri
Lanka, Mexico, Ghana, Zambia, Ethiopia, Lusaka
and Argentina as wel as general papers.
Fublished as part of the series Notes on
Participatory Learning and Action {PLA Notes -

Formerly RRA Nates) by the Sustainable

Agriculture Programme, {IED.
1965, 185N 1357-938X. 110pp. EBUS513 Order Mo 600

Since April 1995, each issue of the journal
Environment and Urkanfzarion has also had two
papers on participatory tools and methods and
their use in urban areas



ORDERING INFORMATION

ALL ORDERS MUST GO TS NEDR BGOKSHOE

3 Enwisieigh Stewt,

Londden WHOIH ODE, UK.

Tel: + 44 {0071 288 2917; Fax + 44 (0} 71 360 3826,
email: bookshoplied.org

H you can, pleate use this order fam.

You MUST ingluda in your order: -

ordet numbaer: If the thiefs] youwish e efder have
an order humber lsted with their entry in this
catalogue, please quote this on your order
paywment for post and packing: please see helow
far rates.

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

Dual pricing: | ED offers certaln discourms on seme
publlcations to nan-DECD NGOs and teaching
inctitutions, Please see individual entries to check if
this offer |$ avallable on the publications you Intend
o purchase, Grganisations based in DECD countrles
{and their branches in ron-0ECD eountriesh must
alwways pay full price for thele orders. See below fors
st of QECD countries. Certain publications can be
whtalned free of charge’. You can see |f that is the
case by checking at the end of each publicetion
entry inthe catalogure,

OECE countries: Australla, Austria, Belgium, Canade,
benmark, Finland, France, Gomany, Greece, eeland,
Ireland, ftaly, Japan, Loembourn, Mesdo, The
Wetherands, UK, New Zealand, Monway, Partugal,
Spairn, Sweden, Switzeriand, Turkey, USA

Free publications are NOT available thraugh the
bookshop, You must contact the Indhidual
pragrammes canderngd (the programme to be
contacted will be indicated at the 2nd of each free
publication emtnd.

Forthcoming publications: Please do not send
payrent for farthoaming titles. Contact the
berakshop wh wilk hald your detalls on file and
inform you onee the publiation becomes available.
Out of print IIED puhllzations that are not [N the
catatogee can still be purchased as phaotocopfed
documents through BED, Please contact IED
Resouree Certira.

Drog-In sales: Our publications are alsp availabls
for purchase directly at HED in Londoh,

POSTAGE RATES
Please 2dd payment for postge ta yolr order as
follows:

UK: add 209, minimurs £1 {first class ar
equivalent)

Europe: add 25%, minimurn £2 {printed matter
afrmall or equivatent}

Rust of wiorkd: add 0%, minlmum £2 {printed
matter alrmakl or equlvalent), of 25% Burface}
All bulk ctders ovar £204 —charged atcos,
please contact us for datails

PAYMENT DETAILS

HEL regulres book geders to be pre-pald. Payment
can be mada In the following ways .
Credit and debit cards; VIS4, Mastercard, )
Switch, Access, Dehta and Eurocacd. Please Include
the expiry date of your card, and for Switch cards,
the issue number, .

Cheques: Pound sterfing cheques dwn ona UK
bank aceount, Dellar cheges drgwn an a U3
atcourt or Eurnehenues are acceptable. Al
chegues should be made payahle to IED-

BACS payments; Direct papenents t Gur bank
accaurt are #lse possible. Please ask for detals.
Uniess atherwise slated, our invelces ane in poaunds
sterling. '

W you are paying in U5 dallars please use the
aurrent exchange rate.

Flease note that prices stated |n the catalogue are
correct at the time of going to pres {uly 1988
howeyer IED raserves the right b change prices
wlthaut pricr notice. :

1 Subject to funding avellsbility
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Order form

ardar ne. title . guantity unit price subtetal

total value of publications

plus postage and packing (ee lefty

plus VAT if video ordered £23.40+ 17.5% = £27 .50

total

please’indicate as appropriate

1. | enclose a cheque for £ made payable to IED

2. Fautherisa you to debit my_A-:oessNisaMastercardrSwit:wDe_rtafEumcard forf
card number .

card axpiry date o issize . {Switch only)

name of cardholder

cardholder's address

deliver arder to:

name

arganksation

address

pleace tick hare:___if you do not want your details passed on 1o selected and relevar third parties
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IEDYs Human Setilements Programme combines research (in collaboration with teams in
Africa, Asia and Latin Amarica), evaluation, technical advice end publications. Most of its
work falls under ane of five headings:

+ Environmant and suslainable develepmant (with a particutar facus on citiest

*»  Poverty reduction in urpan areas '

« [mproving living conditions for low income groups

+ Participation and the tocls and methods Ihat support it

+ Lhanchangs; seeking a ketter undarstanding of its scale, nafure and underying causes,

Current research projects include:

+ Mew developments in Local Agenda 21s in the South and the factors leading te successful
impHemantation

+ Rural-uran inisr-linkages and what these imply for nural and for uttan development

+ The consliainis on community action for poverty reducticn and case sludfes of government
agencies and NGOs that have implemanted largs scale poverly reduction programmes
over the last 10 years

« Developing housing finance schames that reach and benaft low income hausehalds

« A renview of initiatives Lo improve conditions for tenants

The Programme edits and publishes the twice-yaarly jourmal Envirorment and Urbanization
and coordinates the Housing Finance Netwerk for Hahital Internaiional Coalifion which
includes publishing its beice-yearly newslettar. It alse works glosely with |IED-America Latina
in Buanos Airas. :

_ Internatluna!-lnsntuf

nt'er'net hﬂpJMww_lIe' orgi’




