
Private Public Partnerships 
for Capacity Building

Sirkka Korpela,UNDP

MMSD Workshop,London, 17 August 2001



Proposition:

Public Private Partnerships will be the 
development paradigm for the foreseeable 

future 



“Our size gives us no option to ignore any of 
the problems of the world”

Rodney Chase, BP



Understanding Sustainability
• Environmental dimension
• Social and economic dimensions
• Governance dimension:

– policies
– capacities 
– structures
– roles 
– partnerships



Understanding Globalization
• Economic Globalization is a fact, not a choice, 

but:
• Governance for Globalization poses new 

demands:
– policy choices
– structure choices
– capacity needs
– redefinition of roles
– new ways of working together: partnerships



Why are Public-Private 
Partnerships Important?

• Growing interdependency and complexity - development 
requires inputs and action by multiple actors

• Global economy / global awareness: stakeholder groups
• Shared responsibility, new roles, not governments getting 

off the hook
• A stable political, economic and social environment = 

a good investment and business environment

The Business Case



Basis for Partnerships
• Understanding of situation/problems (map)
• Understanding of alternatives (route)

Dialogue
• Shared objectives (stake in the solution)

Partnerships
• Roles/contributions: not only money, but 

different resources (skills, expertise, 
management, creativity, etc)



UNDP Role: Facilitator and Bridge Builder 
for Dialogue and Partnerships

The Global Compact

Learning and 
experience sharing 
based on concrete
p/ship activities

Promotion of
dialogue,

networking and
partnerships

Action-
oriented with 

focus on 
specific local
development 

priorities

Flexibility -
Fora can take 

various forms and
should be 

country-specific 



Partnership Forum Approach

Dialogue /value
dimension

Government, business 
and civil society

Action / project 
dimension

Government, business
and civil societyLearning / sharing

Ideas / opportunities

UNDP
facilitator



Venezuela: Training Judges in 
Human Rights

• Statoil
• Amnesty International
• UNDP 
• Tribunal of Supreme Court

Building governance capacities      
at Judiciary (national and local level)



China: Training CEOs in Clean 
Development

• Chinese Business Association (CEC)
• Multinational Companies
• Chinese Business Schools
• WBCSD
• UNDP

Building capacities of local SMEs` 



Other examples

• Kazakhstan: Micro credit and SME Service 
Centre (Citigroup and Chevron)

• Mongolia: dialogue on new economic 
framework

• Vietnam: dialogue on new enterprise law


