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Wamaean in the fight against deserification

Tha present study, undertaken at the raguast of tha Slub du
Sahel, analyses the role of women in dezsartification coptrel as
daseribed in forty-tarce studies carried cut in six dlifferent
countries of the Sahal: Burkina VFasa, Cape Verde, Mali,
Hauritania, Niger and Senadgal.

The purposa of the Etudy iz +to ldentirfy the factors

contribnting fo the econpmic, Socigl and political advanpgcemepnt

e =

of women in the Sabel from the standpoini of development and

desepbification coptyoel. There are two basic postuletes bahind

the stuady:

= the postulate put farward in the CILSE=Cluk du Sahel
strategy, that rural developpent in the Sabel is inseparable
from the fight agaipgst _desortification,

= the postulata that +the mwma=zz migraticn of men from the
countryslde, amplificd by the ecological disaster of
dosertificaticn, makes the gpecific advancement of women in
the Sahel a hurning issus.

Againest this ba ckgrouvnd, women' s participation in

desertification contrel iz a cruclial lssue for the aubregion.

Gur  stundy analyzas the different approaches and projects
involving woman 1in weorking groups, and scwetimes in tha
decision-making and leadership graups  invelved In anti-
dezertification prograos and policiez. We have deliberately
choaen to analyse bhositive desertjifjcation coptral experiments
~ positiva from the ftechnicel standpoint and, as  far a-
possibla, positive from the =sacial standpeint, although
expariments of thisz kind are too recent to draw any definitive
cencluszioans from them.

It was suggested Lheforchand that we approach the guestion in
two ways: from the breaader outlopk of the whole village, and
more speclfically from the women’s viewpoint. At the practical
level, tha field weork was carried _paokt “ointly with R.M.
Rochatte (PA CILSS, Ouagadougou) whose mission is to produce a
publication on current successful  desertification  control
experiments in the Sahel, to he entitled "lLe Sahel e&n Lutta
contre 1la Désertification®.

Three lessons can be drawn from the study:

1) Sahealiap women —an and st put ferward their viewpeint:
but their jideaz and opinions need to be listened to
specifically, as pen everywhere have recognized;



2) Tha fight against desertificatien in the Sahel san be won,
but only if women’s part in the fight is reccgnized as
being of prime impertance,

- in guantitative terms because the woman Temain
permanantly on the land abandoned by the migrating men,
and

- in gualirtative terms, through thelr stukbkborn insistence
an ataying on their home ground and holding back the
disappearing earth, men and water.

3] Dezertifiesation has engendered or accelerated some
degtructive, diaruptive trends, but it has alsc set ap a
dynamic which may lead to poesitive changes. Sahelian woien

have understoocd this,

It iz for these reasons that it would be more then & mistake to
axclude Sahelian wowen from XTural devalepment and anti-
desertificatieon schemes, fgnere them ar marginaliza their
participaticon; it would mean Tallere in any attempt to
establizh a new socio-ecological balanca in the Sahel, in a
durahle wmanner and hefore it is too late.

1. Women in the faca of depertification
1.1l. Waman experisnce dAecsertification as B radical

lxreversible di=sruption. Thay are lucid on the subject: over

the past twenty yeara, and particulariy since 1984, all hope of
a raturn to the pre-1%65 situation has vanished.

While most sees desertification as "a curse, the source of our
seIfering, the women &0 pot BEE Tho Will of God or The hazaras

of the climate as the s0le gangzer; theyY willingly sccapt the
reaponaibllity of individualzs and rural <communitiea 1t the

process of ecologleal degradatien.

The newest and most eignificant trend is their grewing
egat iv oplulat h o

diving conditions apd the environment. The old women ace the
gsharpest crities of the rieing birthrate, espacially in arsa=s
of high population detisity like the Mossi plateaw,

Women  parcaive the deserbificatisn ENenRoMANOn b1l a

somprehensive way, linking cauge and ¢ffect as they analyze its
ecolegical and soclo-economic lmpact. For all three main agro-

ecological =zones - Saharo-sahslian, Sahelian and  Sodano-
Sahaliapn - +the women 1liet the consetquences, in ordar of
importance, as follows:




l.3. Socio-~econonla affacts

1.32.1. While +they must suffer the eocologlical eaffscts of
desertificeticn, Sahelian wonal ‘are even mors sangitive to the
soclo=economio disruptions thase affeats arovoke ofF accentuate,

tha foramost of Tthese bkeing the ggﬂﬂrggrgwgim;thugﬂ

- Bez=idasz the traditional work-related migrstion, an old and
well organized practice, there is now greought _mioration, a
responsa to amergepncy situations especialily in the Saharo—
Sahelian zone. Thelir herds decimated, pany herders have
joined the flood of "grought wictims" peuring ipto kiserable
camps on the outskirts of tha towns ar In the "asphait
villages" of Mauritanja. While the men feave to Ly their
luck in the towns, the women, old people and children stay
on, akandoned, teo walt for food afd. Asphalt and ald tagether
encockage the men to leave, as the fanily’s food nesds seen
to be assured in thelr abeence.

- Migration for work iz awplified. by  dazgrtification, and-tha
centers of fmmlgration are further.and furtber away, sinca

the nearaest coastal countrias - {Cote 4 Iveira, Higexia) ara
becoming saturated: now men are - travelling as  far  as
cameroon, Gabon, Zalre or Europe. They stay away for langer
peariods, no lenger return for the cropping $23aB0N &VErY Year,
and sametimes emigrate for good. Some ,young wWomen also take
the migrants’ road, alone or with their huskpands.

For the women, the mass eaxodus of the pan iz the mast painful
result of desertification. It has turned hundreds of thousands
of women inte "widows", left without news of their meniclk for
yYeare on end. All they can do is wajit, whila thair parents grow
oldar and thelr children grow up fatherleez, merely walting ta
reach the age when they too can leave.

1.3.2. Tha mass exedus of the men has created a chain of zeocial
Agrtabilization effects, especially in the Saharo-Sahelian

zopa. The destructuring - or indeed disintagration - af certain
speleties, nomadiece pastoral sociatias azpacially, and the
profound changes affecting all the traditiopal societiez, leave
populatiens in a state of bewilderment, incapeble of finding a
r2sponse to thelr neaw situvation.

~ The first wresult 1z a profound gegtghilization of marriage
patternc: tha noermal ratico of men to womenl in the bush is

disruptad,. This has brought contradictory trends and led to
later merriage in sope <ases, earlier marriage in others. In
the Saharo—-Sahelian zone one 1s beginning to Flnd singlea




- they unanimeusly densnnce he iporesse in dopectic labes thar
gaes hand in hand with mww
and goarcity of wWater: ;

= they stress how they have woken un to the siltuyation and
organized themgelvas, positive consegquences of their cpanness

o questjiongd involving the whole village community, a.9.-.
r CEE/DRS jinditistives. and the creation of hey activitioo:

~ they complain of the worzeping wmigratjon of the menfolk to

thae towne and the serious zocial upheavals this entalls;

~ thay strezss the jnpoverishmenpt due to falling agriculturcald
sitput and degtfadation of the Japd, which 1z felt more
sherply than food or water shoertages.

But ona must pewars of this apparent unanimity acreoss the main
agro-ecolagical =zoenes, since a zone-by-zope analysis shows
marked differences in Wopen's perceptions of desertification.
always with celose reference to the ecclogleal and human
gfvironments. In- tfhe Saharc-Sahalian gone where the epvironment
has deteriorated most, [ts zocio-cconomic effects, and ficst
and foremost tha. axodus of the men, are far more predomipnant in
the women’s yeplies than they are in the other t&oe zones, whars
the women*s copncern ls more evenly Alvided bebween ecologleal
and socio-erpnomic effoots,

1.2. Pegradation éf the enviropment penalizes woran especially,
in all filelds, put particualarly in the domestie tasks that are

20 essential to group survival:

= fuelwoed suppllces have become & real problem, indeed a severs
proeblem, in most reglons of the Sahel. With deforestatign and
the extension of prohibitiens, fuelwood has to he gathared
further and furthar from the villages. Puel-gathesring, a job
that has to be done several times a week, becomes ever more
time-consuming and hurdensome, to the - point of becoming
urnkearable.

- while water shortagde is no naw phennmenun in the %ahel, it
haz reachaed griticeal proportione in many places. hsked what
their kiggest problems are, women in all thres zZones almast
lwaya list the deadly thiee: watar, Wood, grisding of grain.
The women somatimes have to go at night to the well, where
the wait iz interminable. Water carrying 3is a tramendous
Waste of time and energy.

- & egra d Aval i) it ltiva
penalizas the women particularly. Twe contradictery trands




emerge; on the one hand the women are allocatsd increasingly
marginal ploats of land, or are refused land alkagether, whille
an the other hand the departure of the men leaves them with
hew respopnsibilities and tasks ap mora and pore woman Find
themsalves acting alene as haad of the family farm holding,

in fact if not in lav. De=septirication hrinegs the Jand
ownershile ieste ipte shayp rejllef for womern.
— Ihe lapd. and the wopen alike are avhausted. Nuither gets any

Tagty wonen’'s work on the' farm has increased: falling yields
and the adoptien of cash crops force thenm o work harder and
produce more cereals on their own plots, to thae detriment'of
thealr wswal crops, T

- wil an accounks fer. a high
proportion of women’s insomesz, and prevides  nutritiocnal
supplemnants for the eantire family. Bubl dasaytification,
deforestation and over-use of wilderness areas have
drastically reduced the amount  of supplemantary products
gathered in tha bush. As the women so eloguently put it, “rhe
tregg have turned mean™, and ajl thelr natural produce such
as vegetable butter or. Ysaunbala" iz faverely affectaed.

‘Wild ur'cultivated,.thch, the lapd no lenger feeds herds or
hubans: scarcity, and in the worst years fapine, settle in.
The wornen, chlldren and ocld people ara the worst affectad,

- The women‘'s craftyork activities are threatensd too: eotton

hardly grows any more on the MHossi plateau, and the women ara
being forced to reduce or abandon their spinning; dounm palm
and andropogon leaves are disappearing fron the village
lands, forclng the women to geo dozens of kilometars for their

- raw materials or give up a gource of ilnoome that s
increasingly necessary teo bhuy foed for the famlly. Even
traditienal hotnge-building, a women’s job in  herding
communities, is onder threat.

Thus the ocumulative ecological impact of desertifieation has
severely affected women’s daily lives inn the Sahel. Access to
the essentlal sources of 1life has become uncertain and even, in
the case of wood supplies, prohibited and punishable. The dry
season, once a tima when the pace of work slowed dewn, is now
devoted te ihtense activity merely for survival, giving wowen
na chance to rast hefore the hard work ©f the cropping season
begins again. As the wonen modestly =ay, "life has become
hazd".




women of twenty or ©ldéry. Sowd. have leost all hope of
marrying. Tha young men cannat phy the dowry and must leave
home to acquire the money. Elsewhers, families are forced hy
poverty Into marrying off fifteen-yoar-old girls to merchants
far a dariecry sum Leny pericds of separation lead ko
unstabla marriadges. Polygamy is developing in seciatiss whera
it was previeusly rare, whilst more and nore women find
themselves alone wWith dependent children after a flaeting
ralationship - abandoned, repudiated or divorced. Marrliage no
longer necessarily brings security.

- Zome young peaple are beginning to reject the hard cmendltions
vf willage 1life and to rebael ageinst tha labor and
destituticon that i1s thair lot, Theee are the "discbedient
ahildren®, tha boys who de not want te dig the fields, girls
who refuse to grind the grain or jeoln the interminable goeua
at the well. The parents have no way of forcing thewm to obey,
for Ttha ‘yYouhy peosple threaten to leave the willage and
abandon them. Demands for a new sexual freedom often lead to
ill&gitimﬁtﬂ pragnancies, resulting either in eariy marriage
or in the q1rl*ﬁ departure for the city.

1.3.3. Tha: Women must also face up bto growjipyg jindjvidepal and
family poverty. The loss of the herd, lower ¥yields, increasing
sparcity of wild plant products and the daparture of the men
have led to the ruin of some population graoups and destroyed
the traditicnal <¢hannels of trade and karter. In the bueh,
destitution jg o dav-to-day reality: femine forces people from
thalxy land, but they oy to stay pul and resist want and hunger
by developing survival strategjes and waiting for batter days.
They sel)l fthelr family belonginge, offten at derisory prices:
they no longer have any resarves of goods or livestock.

The women Too muest strip themselves of tTholr kEelongings:
liveatock, jewelry, furniture. Horeover, they are ohllged to
spend more and more ttime in the family*s fields, to tha
detrjiment of their own cropa and thelr trading er craftwork
activities. Their healih. that preciocue asset, is5 sBeverely
ypdermined by privaticn of food, more freguent predgnancies, and
the increaaing hurden of work.

The process of deasertification has thus hastensd the breakdown
af saclo-economic structures in societies undergoing feorced
changa. The socla-cultiral role of the women is alsc weakoned:
thalr role as educaters and counselors is affected by the
length of +time they spend on everyday taz=ks that have pow
bhacowme & struggle for survival.




thay are working for thalr echildrenfs future;, and they are
aware that the fight againet desertification is a long term
task. Thay saxpress pride at taking part in a collective -ob,
floangside man or in place of the absant man. On the othar hand,
thare ara Loo many cases whers women participeate ypdepr inpdirect
praggure of eona kind or another, e.o., te save the family’e
land or benefit from wmass distribution of food aid. In many
cases, women are s5Eill belng excluded from anti-desartification
schemes, or ignored.

The most widaspread fepm of participation is uppaid: buet the
woman may raceive food aid of one kind or ancther: "food for
work"™ in the form of daily food rations or meals pn=-zite, Wagad
work is far less common: It i= uswally men who take all the
waged jobs avallable. Two interesting cases were found in Cape
Verde, where the workers ware pald, and in Barkina Fasc, where
da few teams of wamen were on waged wﬁrk building bundz.

CALL _in gqll, women pavticipate in anti-desextification gchemes
on s _massive scale, ferning pn maiorifty of the workforce,

working weluntarily, unpaid, and opn obder-skilied tasks
" Waricus approaches are Emplnye& in =such schemnes, and tha

approach is the determining factor.

2.2. {Jur eoverall analysis of the approaches empleyz2d in the
gasaa zstudied =shows no signifisant difference bebiregpl the
diffarent types of agency invelived (bllateral or multilateral
ald agency. HNGL) or betwaan thea different +typesg of praject
{large-zcale or small} as far as intagrating women into the
proeject iz concarnad. Opn - the other hand, the ten mast
succezsful axperizment= show that women are batter integrated in
projects with an all-round approach than they are in single-
iz=ue projects. Tha all-reund projects generally include a
women*s scheme, either as apn integral part of the maln project
pr alongeidao 1ty the single-issue projects do so less eften. on
the wother hand, few specific women’s projects sc¢ far have
inzluded desertifioatien control within their scope.

The prole of fthe project manpagement ie decizive, and agencies

and prejects differ Ijittle in this respect. The most successfuol
exparimants show a high supervision ratio and frecquent
silpervision, involving autside managers In close collaboration
with the government zervices in all activities. Manadement apd
suneryision by women 1g the kev to any approach to wopep’s
participation, but this is far less concentrated then the male
management levels, and is satisfactory in only 40% of the cases
studied, as against 90% Tar the ten mest suscezziual
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axperiments,. With management hf MOmen, womenta Eaif-manaﬂament
crerges: the training of  Wwohen "relay oupervisors" permanently
based In tha area is one Batisfactory response that holds great

promize for the fiture,

Projects earrvied out with women too often suffer from a care-

oriented approach {health, grain mills}) and are not always
carrled out with a view to development, socic-aeconomic
advancemant and restaration of the environment. Thi=s gensral
trafd is remadied to a significant axtent whera there is a
specific women's Bide ta  the project: in the tan most
sunocassful experiments, higher percentages are obtained for all
work undortaken with women where there are women managers ahd
sgitahle, specific schemas for the women.

Inplementation of thase schames implies takling an interest in
the issues of wopen's traipjing and organizatispn. As a part of
projects undertaken at village lewvel, there are thras possible
approaches: women can be excluded from part or all of the work
undertaken; they ecan be integrated into jeoint activities with
the men; -or one can Work specifically with the women as a
Qrotp.

- It i= still common to exclude women from pilot activities in
projects and scheames, and from any allocations eof land,
agrisultural axtenslon scrvices, and access to credit or
training.

~ However, an uneegregated approach is becoming increasingly
sommeyy, &specially in Burkina Fase: this may be due to the
nupbers apd scala of anti-degertification projects under way
and the enegyy <of the women’s groups in that country. In
fact, most anti-desertification proajects could not be carried
out successfully withoet the weomen., Women are beginning to
recaive +training alongside men. But male raslstance 1s
gtrong, amang villagers and project managers alike. Bven so,
male reaiztance can be fought, as is shown by the work of
tha local Burkinake "Vive le Paysan" Assocliatien which has
made huge effarts to train women in a non-exclusive context.

— Bpecific tralming for wanen iz still by far the most commoh
farm. It iz Jjustified Iin gome casss by saclo-gultural
constraints, or wvherse the work to be done only concerns the
WOMen .

Theres iz unfartunately po peed te dempnstirate that wonen are
lagging hehind in tarms of training and education. The logic
bahind speclific support for women's ogroups should lead to a
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- Where an area is irrigeted, wWoman do not nagally receive
plets,

In the long ruan, there 1ls 2 graat danger of demokllizing the
women. And yat thay geem to compenzate by getting the commanity
to allocata land ta the women’s group in tha form of a <campen
field, a gavden or a plantatien.

- As regardes agricultural production, tha mest  positive
deyaloprent ig tha spresd 2% fowit growing end sarket
gardapihy apong women's groups. But Women's  acoass Lo
agricultural extension services and to the factors of
production is =till very limited and axtremsly unegiali the
basic problem iz that faw schemes and prejects regard women
as fully-fledged agrieulfural producers.

~ A5 regards yeforestation, women ara anthusiastic paitisans of
agro=-forestry and individual piantatiops. But their access to
the new trees and tree praducks ls even more limited than the
men* e, Reforestaticon operations that have succesded with
women ara those in which their right +to the trees is
anambiguously cuarantead.

- Bxtension work on improved cookstoveg 15 0 tile anti-
desartification activity that bhas most affected women. They
ara vVery open to any saving of wood, and to greater comfort
and safety in thelr cooking area. In regions that are badly
deforezted, and where the scheme has baen wall condacted,
womal ‘s commitment to the stowves is total. But all too ocften
the pchemes are hasty affairz:i no work Lo Aarouse 2waranass,
na training, and abteve all no followv-up. Furthormore, schamas
and projects sometime=s pge initiation inte the npew cookstaves
merely ags a way of integrating wamen inte the fight against
dezertifications worst of all, such schemaes can be used as anp
excnge to exclude the women Lfrom the production project,
Women's participaticon in desertificatien controel cannot and
must not he limited to use of inproved couokstoves.

Where anti-descertificaticon schemes are concerned, there are
still teoo many constraints and daficlencies for women te be
unrasarvedly won owver teo the technigiles applied. MNoreover,
one <an see that women =are too often the victima af
contredictions or overlap between different schemes:
participating 2z veoluntears or upder pressure, they have to
take part in avary project launched in the village by outzide
agencles. This can mean a ridiculously heavy zdditiconal
worklaad, and can have a very demoralizing effect. Forgotten

by _ane project, subnerged hy snother, women hoed a ninimum of
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g EG - dedeftifi ] - This
dlsappointing asssessgment, hovever, should be viewad wilth a
senas of proportion: this type of project i a veary recent
devalogment.

2.3.3. Women urgently need to develop their minor activities of
trade, oraft work etc., and these call for approprlats loan
feclljtries, It is clear that by bringing B responsa to thasa
demands, the anti-desertification projects would encourage and
broaden woman's partieipatien fin envirenpmental restoration
agtivities. Prespure on the enviromment can ba redacad, on the
oene hand, by increasing and diversifying womenzs incomas, and
on the other hand by improving production technigques, preoduct
quality and marketing. Lastly, by encouraging women to produce
raw materials (planting, protecting naturally regencerated
growth, exploiting rescurces rationally), ©one will help both
the- enviromnment and the women. The siteatien in the Sahe] i=
such thet without the help of appropriate lcan facllities it is
difficult for women to davelop their . trading eor craft
activities. 2and wet it is well known, and confirmed hy
experience, that women are reliahle borrowers.

2.3.4. Experience also shows that schemes to lighten domesiic
lzbhor (village watsar suppliss, wmillas, et2.) and to improve
living ¢onditiena in the villlages (health facilitles, a village
shop! free women’s labor power and improve their living
cgonditions. Put this does not seenm to hava bBeen understood, for
activitias of this kKind are recardad in eonly a2% of cases,
whereas woamen are given a heavy additional worklead on the
anti-desertification =sites and the hardness eof life in the
village encourages the young to laave.

2.4. U assasgment js, owverall, negatjve. It has o be
conceded that at tha present time, desertification control
policias regard wowen as secondary and pravide no advancemant
for them. Although they participate on a massive scale and in
many different ways, most schemes and projecte do no more than
use their laber powar, relegating them to tha most ardusus and
least pkilled johs.

However, soma pronlalhng ftrends are develdpipnd: the massive
scale of wWomen's participation is a pesitive factory and
wonen's organizatlons have accguired repewed energy and strength
to maat the needs of the Fight against desertlfication.
Training echemes are beginning to cover men 2nd women tagathern,
and an anti-desertitication project can be a powerful unifying
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At DPoulhazax in the Assakba region of Mauritania, =eome 2300
woman, recently bacoma sadent2ry, hava =at up a flourishing
craft ocooparative. They have decided +o launch inte parket
gardendng  and date palm  production. They have bought and
equipped 2 plot of land for tha puzpose, for a total investment
cf FCFA 1 million. They have boldly bought 40 date palm
seedlinge at FPCFA 5,000 each, along with henna plants ete, All
theae Ttress Will provide a soaros of Lncome in Ene long run.
With some commercial wisdom the women have seen that permanent
settlement in the region is inevitakble, and they are preparing
tor the future in those terms. The way these women, once
confined to their nomads* tents, have taken in hand tha long-
term developmeant of the land where they have setiled iz a
legzon in hepe and energy. They belisve their men will come
home and that, thanks to this kind of effort, they will want te
come back and live in- their -home village. The success of
echemes llks this ig wvery important for the interior of the
country, which is losing its population,.

Homen's tree purseries are- being launchad. The woman of the
Fagzenda -Tarrafal - copperative in -tha-north of Santiage Island,
Capa Verdae, decided to sat vup thelr own nursery. After training
by the -forestry dapartment, Lthey produced 16,000 seedlings
which were bought by the forestry departwment; highly satisfied
with a fuality product invelwving less In the way of transpor:t
costs., The axperiment is to be repeated pext vear, to the
matual =atisfaction of the parties involved.

AL Tessazoua in Higer tha NGO Care International, fnvelwved in an
agro-forastry project in the area, has launchad an experimpent
in individual private minj-pureeries with tha women. Yhe scheme
is dasigned to meet two needs: the project wanted seadlings
produced by private antarprisze, and the wowen wapted trees and
a2 sourece of Inceme. The principle of the ipltiative is zimple:
iree enterprise and voluntary participation. Each womun chooses
the numhey and Epecies of seedling she wishes to raise at home,
and she uges them hovever ghe likes: selling at her own price,
giving them away, keeping them far her own use. Though modest
in scale, this experiment can ke regarded as a success, and it
shows that town Wwomen can ba Interasted in trees ags well. Its
success 14 due to three factors: the frecdom of chelce left to
the women, tha very cloge selfo~managewment that ensured constant
menitoring of the scheme, and the daecisian to keep to a2 small
scale. In the leng run, only a few women will become expert and
make their mini-nurseries a lasting activity.

e " e —
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More and mora, women are showing their desire to grow the trees
that will ke ugeful +toc then. A women's tree puarsery, o 2
nursary that takes account of women’s demaAnds, <an be a
starting polnt for agro-forestry projects with weman. Some
projects are beginning to open their nurgerles to woman, and
these initiatives are Lo be encouraged.

one expariment jpvolvipg wemen in the ewploitation of forestry

has keen conducted in Caps Varde. Some large-scals
plantations have resched the exploitation stage. The forestry
department recruited and trained teams of workers to pruns the
trees; the wagas were paid out af revenue from the prunings,
sold by the kile. The woman praved to be the most afficient at
pruning, =and all-women tegms formed. This is an interesting
experiment in that £t shows that women can manage wood
resources ratlionally and can be reliable partners in a forestry
project. Some projects, like the PARCE in Senegal and tha PUSFE
in Guesselbodi, Niger, have begun to invelve women. Bubt all in
all these experiments are still too limited and too timid.

Rural acrocforestyry echemes, individual or collective, are
beginning .:te he wupdertaken with the particlipation of women

Tight across the Sahel., The gapdiol ares expariment is the most
innovative .asz regards woodlots for the women af the village.
Aftar the -failure af a conventicnal village woodlot in 1824,
the ¢andiol area’s autonomous dune-fixing project redefined the
geidalines for its ferestry scheme. The village woodlat became
a hedged "demonctration woodlot' af 0.2 to 1 hectare, a ouliti-
purpose woodlot planted with a rvange of spacies and created,

i a ed h - I with the halp of
the rest of the population. A medicinal agre-forestry schemsa
was run alengslide thie one, involving the traditiopal
practitioners and the general population, and the protected
spacies will be gradnally reintroduced inte the women®s
woodlots., It is alsa intended to creata "health gardens® near
the health care centers, to supply medicinal plants for tha
traditional pharmacepoela. The women ara also invelved in
protection and natural rageneration of traes, Acacia albida
czpeclally.

This has proved a highly positive experiment: Lhe approach is

= WHIET ' 5 aups £ name
gommunity and with jits support. The experiment is of far more
than locel significenca, and all thosa agre~forestry projects
too exoliusively fooused on the male population oould profit
£rom it.. It shows the part women can play in rural agre-
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experiment of Noogoe in Yatenga 15 & good exanple of tha
teaching of this technigue on the Hozsi Plateau. 11% hactaras
hava been treated in this way in twe years, with the support orf
local and reglonal governmenk sarvices. Women have played a
wajar part, making up 75% of the laber force on the zite. Bite
work ds directed by a femdle development agant, and the
erganization of work is remarkable, The work has been dividad
among the diffarent age groups: the oldast wamen @ind the
ohiildren Iin the shade, close to thefr mﬂthers. who can stop to
breagt feed in peace; the youngest women carry the ctonas, and
the women of tha widdie age group arranga them along the
zontour lines or prepare the meal for the workers: everyone is
antitled to a meal served on =ite.

Hoogo demonstrates three Bagic facts: that women  have
undarstoad the need to combat desertification: that they know
. what they want and will adapt a.scheme that rezponds to thelr
needs; and that an anti-desartification site can retain a human
. dimension and need pet  resemble a forcad labery  ocamp.

consgiousness, raising eon the problems of environmental

hasg ds of copscjiou ag O
the part of the women: they want teo -restrict the number of
children they hawve, they ne longer coosk without an impreoved
stova, - thay have a collective fieid whare they apply hew
Tfarming tachnigues; in 1988 a manure pit scheme for men and
wormen started upy they gat together enocugh money te obtain a
grain miill: for the first time, they have sapt three l1ittle
girls to the school in tha next vitlage! when they hava a well
at lepyg last they mean tao start a mar¥et garden; and they want
to starxt a villega shop with the prefits from the mill.

The example of Fooge shows that a well-run anti-deseruification
gcheme can gpen the way to rural devealopmant and the s¢cio-
coconomic advancement of women, aven if women are not the main
ohas toe heneflt from the mpeasyres taken. Yatenga provides many
other positive exzmples, At Baessi, the women have bean trainad
to build stona bunds and have formed autopomeus womenfs teams

agas Ip other peocples’ [lelds. Teams of
+hiz Xkind have been launched in other village=: deseri:ification
contrel is beginning to crcaate Jobs in Yatenga!l

O et otin systems iz alsgo a part of the
fight against dezertification. In cxperioments wheype wamen have
access to ggricultural ewtengion work, especially through work
in thelyr collestive fields, their enthusiasm can be scen. Wamen
are gradually bkelng tauvght the use of mapure or compost pits;
market gardenipng and arborjcoultuere are fast-growing activities
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in mesat countroles. Th&,g%w begééthes are bhecoming a hahkitual
part of the diet, and women coneistently ssk te take up market
gardening, even 1n the Saharo-Szhelian zone.

Lastly, credit fagilitles to buy farm egquipment, launch a trade
vantura, sat up a mill, fatten pheep or acguire a Gart or
bloyela, are heing successMully launched by a varliety of
schemes and projects, The "Wiye le Paysan'" Associaticn in
Sapone has given loans te women's groups for animBal-powered
cultivation and storage @f the shea-nut harvest te enable the
women te withstand pressure from the traders.

Tha NGO ADGRE is giving women accass to its credit and savings
cooperatives, At a later =stage in the process the
mtltiplication of women’'s groups alec raises tha problem pf
managing their moncy and farn produce: buillding small stores,
or minl grain banksz, allows flexible, independent management of
the women’'s harvests.

The problem of trajning liee at the heart of wonen s pesition
ag regards progress 1k farming., The MViva Jle | Paysan”
Azsociation hasm nade great afforts in this directiony the
"wonen farmer/foresters" of the willage woodlot project at
Faya, and-the ODIK project in Mall whlch intends to ezatanlish
wamets “"relay supervisors" at village level, are moving in the
game direction. Tha project to support womaen's initlatives,
undar tha. aegis of the CMDT in the Eeutiala region of HMali,
maats to concentrate oh sSchemsas osoncerndng meniAgeément of
woman’es agricultural activitias, and o create a network of
iwomen farmer/sseed-pultipliersY. Lastly, support for ywomoen's
organjzations is beginning to develop.

The positive integration experiwmentz are still too recent for
definitive conclusions o ke drawnt someatines they show
contradictory trends batween different villages, ar even wikthin
the same village. But the impertant thing is that a process in
under way, and lessons <an already be drawn from established
failuras and promising experiments. Though there are stll) tog
few, zome anti~dezertification experiments inmvolwving the sccio-
econonlc advancement of women deo exist, and they show the way
forward. The battle is #iot Yyet won, but it is iwportant to
suppert such schemes where they exist and to encourage others,

4. Raproductiva tasks

Reproductive tasks include all the domestic tasks women carry
Ut to ensure the repreducticon of the family’s laber power, and
procreation, +the Tproductien of producers®". In terms of
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energy saving. Two new typas of stove or cookipng fire are
currantly beaing encouraged, both more efficient and better
regaived hy housewives than the old type: theze ara the
impreved, hope-budilt, three-stone cookling fire and thi portakhle
metal or ceramie stove. Among ﬁhe most advanced countrias on
this ieegua Aara Barkina Faeso, HNiger anpd the Gamhiar at an
intarmedlata stAage are SHSehegal and Hali, while 1he Lleast
prograss has keen made ln Mauritania and Chad. Cape Verde iz =
spacial casa, since othexr energy sources are already in
widespread use there. The project is reaching the eond of its
first phase, and 1= to broaden the scnpe of its activities to
cover domestic anergy sources.

Tha massive distribution of improved cogkstoves in the
gauntryside iz a atep forward, but certain reservations must be
stated. . Schemes to . disseminate. thelr use are toa. often
evaluated in guantitative terms, whereas successiul adeption of

~ the stoves must he measured by . other critoerla: regqular, corrsct
use, maintenance. and reconstruction. Thaere ara two key factors .
An sueecassinl. use: tralning/sawareness and, first and foremost,
zloge menltoring of the sxschemes baing run. Effectivre energy
saving _is hard To assees accuratsely. A gurvey of metal stoves,
carried - out 1n Hiasmey, shows conslderable wvariations: 29%
Favings where & stove iIs corractly used, comparaed to 3% . .wheare
it iz not used rationally. Results from the three-stona stove
canp be even poorer. But the improved cookstoves should nok be
rejected for all that: in the first place, what has bean saved
has been saved, and secondly, use of the naw stovas forms naw
attitnden to fuel saving. Proparly ran, backad up by donations
of treas apd previded with continusl follow-up, & scheme Lo
diszemplnate the use of these stovas wins total approval from
the wWomen.

While improved cookstowves on their ovn are net a selution to
the fuslwood problem in the &ahel, they can help slow down tha
crisis apd, for the moment, they are the only alternativa gpen
to women in tha countryside, who have nt access to other energy
souraas, While gas is increasingly widely used in the towms,
bottles and cguipment are still exXpensive jtems. Paraffin is
used for lighting purposes only. Jdicgas and solar energy ate as
yet little wzed, though the wamen, tired of fatching firewaad
under present conditicns, are far more open to the idea of new
anargy sogrces than is often thought. This impatos for changs
mist he taken into account.

[T - - -
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4.3, Gaining control cvazr ﬁﬁpﬁi&iiﬁn grewth
For mare than thirty yvears the countrles of the Sahal hava bean
axpariancing an unprecedented populaticon explogion.

Agricultural output ha=s net kept pace with it, and per eapjita
incomas havre fallen, Lang pericds of  drought and
desertifjcation have worsensed the situatien. Efforta +to
establieh social infrastructures apd conserve ths environment
may prove warthless if population pressure keeps up. As of now,
fertility contrel is a pressing lassue for most Sahel Statas.

State attitondas to population pelicies changed significantly
during the dacadse frem 1974 to 1984, 1984 was the yaar of the
Arusha conference, with changes in governmments’ positions and
the launching of family planning projects combined with mother-
and-child protection schensas. With the exception of Mauritania,
mast of the S5ahel states rTecognize the nead to gontrsl
population growth, either te reduce the birthrate {in Cape
Verde, Niger and Senegal) or to space births more widely, and
introduce - mother-and-child protection (in Burkina Faso and
Mali}. Taglislation has  been Introduced, allowving and
aencouraging the distribution of contraceptives. Buk
implensntation of government policy is hampored by nagative
attituders that generally stem from the mals population and from
religien, -and alse by a popdarous adminlstration and the lack
of health or social infrastructures, though women are demanding
birth «<control ever more londly. HNoew family health proajacts
tontinue to spread, but they are far short of meeting wonan’s
neads, espacially in the countryside, a5 the towns take
priocity in the matter,

Contrary +to what iJis toe often thought, country woman
overwhelmingly stress that increasing birthrate 1s an unwelcome
problem. Births have becoma wmore freguent as fradjitjonal
practloes nave Dash pedlected {prolonged abstinence after a
birth), and mother-and-child protection schemes have cut down
infant nertality. The great majority of wonen would like to
spate thelir babies more widely, or indesed bear faower children
for the henefit of CYEryYonc, mothars, childran and
grandmothers. The glder women are often tha most open to change
and the most determined to confront the wen on a subject that
iz Btill taboo within the couple: "I am a grandmeother and I
want grandscns: but these puny little things wear a grandmother
eut; children must ba allowed tao grow? (from the MHossi
Flateau) .
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digsadvantaged social strata. Intellectuals generally keep away
from theze asmociaticns, yet 1t is the tazk of the country’s
female elite to demonstrate the reapansibillity and ocompetence
the men are challenging them teo prove. It would ceortainly be
praferabla for these ponslithle organfizations to open up to
other structurss, broaden the debate and strengthen wWomen's
representation in professicnal groups, cultural crganizations
etc. Sencgalfs experlence in thie is exemplary.

The heasitancy of male decision-makers 1s reflectad in the way
fopleamantation of & real plan of action on tha l1ssue is
dalayad. A1) toa often, schemes are introdused i piecameal
fashion, wlth no coherent; concerted program. It 1s valn to
speak of promoting woben’z advancement unlesg a certzin number
of concrete measuresz are taken. The lifting of =ome major
shetacles depande o the paliticoal will ta do =0, at tha
tapnost political level. Women's legal status must be Slearly
spelled ocut through family law, land 31aw, and laber law,
through subscriking to international agreckents on * the
eliminatien of all discrimination agalnst wemen, and so on. The
caaxistence of thiea systems of law - civil, religious and
traditicnal =- almost always operates against women, the men
taking advantage of the women’s ignorance. Clear choices need
to be made regarding pepulation policy, and women nuast he
informed of their right teo contrel their own fertility. Ths
Sahal must net ignere the preblem of the mala veto ovar a
Wife's aogess to geptraception. Measures to lighten women's
tasks are jindispensable, and must be gowern2d by a nationwide
pal icy.

lastly, access +to education and training is  netoricusly
unequal. What skillz will the Sahel’s women Pe able to count on
between now and the year 20007 If the pituation is teo move
Tforward, it is wvital to breazk tha circle of Ilgnoranca and
depandence. .

The fight againzt desertification has become a prieority in most
of the Sahel States. The growing role of women ln £he fight is
recognized; now it 15 urgent for States to define 2 policy of
Sadio~edohamnic advancement for WORE , through their
participation in desartification control. Pezaunse they remain
permanently of the land while the men move out en messe, they
hold a key peoeltion in agro-forestry, land recovery and food
securliy. Fent aronerly foformed, they arae hthe Skaka’s mast
reliabla allies in the fight for contrel over popllation
growth. Desextification can <nly be halted with their support.
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Conclusion
nmajoer obsarvations saem to he of cruciel importance:

i catimo B
women are recognized as the orime protagonlsts and their
encinl apd ecopomic advancement js  gassyred. The currant
Ltendency, of using only their labor power, runs a high risk
af dizcouraging and demcbilizing them in the long term, and
this will lead to fallure. Decisjicon—-makers and donors must
reccient thelr policlies and anti-desertification projects
to foster the advancemant of women.

Tha fight to gain controe]l of populaticn orowkh will pe won
in cooperation with the women, who are the most lucid and

open to the gquestion of limiting family size for the well-
being of all and the protection of tha environment.
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done,. Creeping resistance ogmbinap with the ghstacles that stem
Ifrivm a che-why TYespecht for oalithura:, Teligicos anf naticon=l
aythanticity, Map are afraid of a real change in women - in
thelr wopen. The countrywide situation iz too often viewsd in
termg of urban wvomanl, whe koow and sometimes abuse thair
prarogatives, £o tha detriment of country women whoe are taking
on an increasing share of the workload apd rezponsibilities,

It is urgent, therefore, for tha political will expressad in
speeches t9o be translated into oohcrete measures, #ven though
these will inevitabiy "upset current prejudices and attitudes”
ag Higer’e mnost recent fiwve-year plan puts it. But such legal
or Institutional measures will inevitably be unpopular with tho
male peopulation on whom the government depends, and they
therefore entajl a dagree of political riek. It has to he sald
that sgptinlam 35 not widesprand, even though some progress is
being made.

The gap between digcourse and action is no doubt most eobwicus
in the pakignal women’= aggeciatjens. Tnera i often Just one
silch organlzation, clesely déependent on the political force in
power = the UFE in Burkina Faso, thae OMCY 1n Cape Verda, the
UMEM i Mali, tha SEM in Mayritania, the AFH in Higer, {Sanagal
iz an excepticon). These women’'s oxganizations are often oo
dapendent on the pelitleal powars to ke able to perve wonen's
interests  fully. Mistrusted but enlisted &o zupport the
government:; thalr hands are tied and they are pushed into tha
background. Thay are asked *to give their approval and,
Implicitly., tihre approval of all the countiy’s women, to policy
decisions in which they hava phayed vexy Little part. Short of
regources, mnanpower and skills, they are aasy to manipulater
their represeptation on decjision-making bediea is more symbolic
thalt real, and the men prefer to swile at tha quaint traditions
thelr gontribntions reflesct rather than give them any real
power to Intervene or decide. Thelr structure lz such that they
can reach moest of the women in the eountry, and they could be a
pawerful lever for the advancepent of womenr 1f certain
chstacles, fears and contradictions were eliminated among the
male degision-makers, But the great majority of men, rap lavel
sxerativez incleded, have ot et desided in f2ver of gecalne
advancenent for wWomen and an unresarved involvement of Women In
- the development pracess. The women theameslves have hot always
bacome aware of how impartant & role thay have to play
nationally. Scme of thosze gt the top of the exlsting wamen’s
structures tend to pay more attention ta their own privileges
than ta thalr "sisters ih the countryside” ar to women 1n mors
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There i a__pow feeling towards children emerging nearly

everywhere: the siza of a family is no longer necassarily ite
strength, anrd a ohild ne leonger gives the parents a sura
guarantes for lts parents in the countryside: the departura ar
rekeliisn of the young has Adesponstrated this. Furthermore,
mwmﬂwuﬂem

It is therefore important to
them o have the means to space out their bebles, and their
prima demand (e for information. But ths women also considar it

essantial te involve the men In any atfenpt £o rajse awarensss,

as it iz the mpen who are most reticent and whe have the power
to decids. Apgeszs to contraceptiveas must ba facilitated by all
means, in fterms of legislatien and dletributicn alike. Family
planning must be systamatically <ombined with mother-and-child
protection, for a child that iz malnourished and sickly becauss
its mother has herne too many babhles in too short a time is the
most posariul CNOoUragament for a couple to adapt
contraception: what is more, only if . fnfant wmortality drops
significantly will parents be.encouraged te limit the nuaber of
births. Lastly, the training of health workers, including rural
midwives, is lmperative if family pianning ie to be effeoctively
disseminated.

The. idea of. contrel-evar  population growth is-now - aceapted by
most of tha Sahel States, - but - implementation af pepulation
policles is a s2low and delicate procese and no slowdown in
population growth can be expected in the short term. Just as
muclh as women In the townzs, country womean are aware of the
nagative effects of populatlon growkthk eon  their 1living
environment; thay nsed agcess o0 thae maans o 1imit their
fertility at a time when they do most of the rfarm work and
desertification control work,

L Wolsn and governmant paliclea

Ovrexr the past twenty vyears women’s conditlen haz worsened
copsiderably in Sub-Saharan Africa. Sahelian goverpments were
not indifferent to the Womenfs Dacada of 1575-85, and many
adoptad positions in support af women., At the top of the
politlcal tree thera is talk pf sguality, emancipa:ion, women’s
Liberation, the naad to integrate women inte the development
process. Bub one gets an unavoidable fealing that the hoads of
state are isolated on the Issue! as the years ge by, the
language barely changes, doubtilese because woments sif:uation
has not significantly changed either. Worn-out words suggest a
cartain etatism: it ha= all been sadd, but little has boen




appropriate reguletions angd the use of carts or hicycles for
Eransport.

Traditional house-kuilding im the Sahel is closaly dependant on
the availabillity of natural rescurces From tha environment. The
sparcity ©f Traw materiale and the increasing prohibitiens aon
cuttlng timber leave country dAwellers no altarnative: what
other building method can they f£ind at a time when family size
is groewing? sSeolutions may be found in rural agreo-forestry,
involving appropriata aspecles and a new attitude on the part of
the foreslry autherities, with greater responsivens=za to the
populatian's neods.

The excesglve Increase in their workload threatens the women's
educatjonal role. But thisz role 1s =still essantial sinca,
despite governments’ afforts, schenl attendance rates remain
low, especlally for girls. Overlvaded with work, hurdcned with
bakies dnd toddlers, the mather finds it hard to fulfill her
‘eduecational role. The girls are sacrificed; they do a servant’s
Job, their work is Ipdizpensable to the househald, and
schoaling becomes even more inaccessible o them. The
gwerburdennod women cannot always £ind tha time to attend their
own literacy sesslons or training sessfons = yhose timetables
Are in anpy-case not worked out o f£it in with the women’s. In
thiz way, the Ilnoreased worklead threatoens +he futore too! the

ful 3] by aly to lite
thelr mothers, wWwithopt having had Lhe chanes to agmlike thelir
r a j swledge, To respend to the problem of

educarion ocne must alsos ryespond to the problem of glving wemen
more responsibility: tha "igpnorant' are excluded from dacimiop-—
making structures. The girzgle must be hroken. Capa Verde and
Burklina Fasoc arae develeoping sope intereating experjiments in
rural childoarse facilities. The fight against desertification
gannot be reastricted to raforestation schemes apd anti-erosion
work. It must also inpvelvwa meetipg demands for improved living
cen@itions An the villages: oitherwisza, the williagers wild
leave, And finally, it moust mean putting an end to the
upnacceptable waste of womenzs cnerdy.

4.2. Rasponses to the =nergy eri=is

There i= a fuelwood crisis in 2ll parts of the reglen. Current
raforestation efforits and attempts to save fuelwood are in
danger of being completely annuilaed by pepulation growths In
1979, a Shal jectk far | A cookstons was launched
by the Ecalogy/Envirenment Unit of the CILSS in ouagadougou.
7,000,000 Sahelflan househalde are concerned by the problem of
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desertification contrel, the guestions raized are how to save
Aamegstie spergy and haw 1o contoel pawslat blon growth.

4.1~ Tha ninety-hour weak

100% of woman'e groups guestloned mentilaned an incraase in
gumestle lakor as & Qirvecst result ol desertificatlion. The three
eggential tasks that ensure tha sEurvival of the TFamily -
Fetching watayr, fetchlng wood and preparipg food - now take up
most of tha labhor power of Sahelifah woman in the dry sea=mon. 4
conntry woren’s workling demy s 14 hours leong at the very least.
As long a= wonhen have to use up the hetter part of their tine
and strength 1ln the daily domestic grind, the way forward ta
devolopment will reamain closed to them.

tn Sahelian conditions, women have long known how £o aveid
waszting water. Water is gtrictly managed, ahd small girls are
taught the ArXt from a yvery early age. The problems mentionad
ara tha lack of means to raise water and transport it. Women
‘nead to be nore =lasely invelved in the wall manayement
committesz, and they neecd to bhe taught the esimple maintenance
jobs. Schangs and projects hava wade great effarts te provide
villaga  water supplies; £hese efforts need to be cantinuted
‘until the water neads of all arc meb.

Women are unanimens in f£inding the dafly or two-daily job of
grain . grinding a hack-breaking task. The existense of grain
mille, the increase in other household tasks {wood and water)
and inereasing family gize mean that women currently £ind it
‘harder and harder to acocaept this task. Furthermere, they know
that & well-run mill can make a profit. Sencgal, among other
countriez, provides convincing evidence of thi=, 2 mil]l must
not be pregented ag & gift, but as & money loan granted to the
vomen for a profitabla invaesthenpt that will save them time and
anargy, and which is certainly easier to imstall than &8 well., A
grain mill is now an asepential componeEnt of any iBprovement to
village 1ifa.

The scargdey of wood and increasing prohikitions on the use of
forealry regources have made the problam of vood =supplies
wictyally insalizidle in sone cegione. Fetching waod is becowming
an unbeaxably arducts task. Women are reduced to birning crop
resgidues and animal dung, theraby contravening reoulaticons and
risking bheavy fines, or buying wood out of their meager
budasts. There ars twa ways af resalving the crisie: rveducing
wood consumptlion by using improved <ooksteVes or other shergy
gourges; and chapging the accessibility of wood supplies by

- - ' - e
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The result has baen a ghange Jin the agrigyltura) taslks and
responsibilitiss that fall to women., They work more in the
family fields, sometimes to the detriment of thair own fialds,
whers they hawve Ffor nmany years practiced a diversgified,
intengive L[orm of Corappling. More and nmere often as kand for
cultivation graws scacoar, the wollén are left without
individuzl plots or are Fforced to grow cereals on them. Lastly,
maleég migration hat made women réesponsibhle faor the faplly farms
in fact bubt not in law. Although they must carry cut the work
while the man fis away, they do hot receive the behefit of
agriculturrl extension wWoerk ofF access to the factors of
praductisg.

The _ land ownership ang tenangy, broblew =seems to be a malor
stumbling block. Womenfs acoess to land is Ipnddeqguoate in twa
respects, guantitAtive and gualitative. The length of Time for
which a plet iz allocated i=s also upcertain, Thea allocation of
land dapends=s antirely on fhe  men: husbandz, SHTIETS ,
avtharitias. Moreosver, custom has it that fmpproving a plet or
planting trees on it cenfers the right of otnership of the
land. Ownars gencrally oppose improvemeants, bubk Lthey may zlso
give permission for planting or other work and then take hack
the Improved fileld. Under these conditions, it i= hara teo
encolUrage. women t2 undertake CE$/DRS or agro-forestry work in
their fields. The great pajority of schemes apd projects hatk
up the right of men ta the land vhan improvements contribobte to

the spallation af women.

HowevYer, woken want individual appropriatien of land, Because
of the warious ways their societies have bean destabilized by
desartification and the exsdus of the men, thay want o Becure
their access to the factors of production. Individaal access
remajipz wary diffiealt, but colleckive appropriation 1is
accapted better by the commuenity. Desertification, and CES/DRS
activities in the fields, reveal the problem of land ownership
ta the women, atd antl—dezertification schemes involve a
cartain ambivalence: while individuales afe axgluded, land may
ke allocated to a collective groop.

Posjtive experiments in agricultura

Degplta these handicaps, women arae vwery ouach Inwglved in
CE5/DRE activities. They are aware of the degradation of the
land and its many consequences: they have invegted their labar
onp a wmaggive sggale to sayve thelr threatoened lands. The
techpigue women have adepted most onthusiastically i that of

ahti-erosion bupds or banks, bugilt of earth or etohe, The
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forestry in the Sahel, especially in areas where tale
amioratioen iz high.

Sarvices and projects have alec begqun, here and there, to
anpourage indjvidesl plantatiops. In Burkina Fasc, the Pyillage
woodlot¥ preject in Kaya has launched an initiative to help the
spread of Impproved cackstoves: the women are halng promised
five trea szeedlings per stove built. The operaticn has heen &
great sucoeng: 16,000 trees have been planted by individual
women, and the projact has not baspn able to fulfill all its
promiszan, The game project, wilth gkackup f£rom the foresktry
department, has trained "women fammer/loresters" whose role i=s
ta monitor the use of the improved caskstoves and to maintain
the treas in their village, This initiative, costing 1itile'din
relation te the cost price per hectare of the village wosdlot,
algo provides a basis for women's salf-management.

The resulte af all thesa experimoentz =how that woman ars very
mach in faver of fural agro-forestry schemes. Buk thair support
is hampered hy twoe abstacles: the land tenancy problem and the
right to the trees planted. If.these chstaclas were removad,
the future of rural forestry in the Szhel wonld bhe largely in
the hands of the women.

Lastly, Eghool iF a4 place where boys .and girls can acguire a
better knowiledge af their environment and learn hatter hehavior
towarde ft. In Mali, the scheoel at Banapkoronl near Ségou is
ralizing younyg people’s awareness through gardening activities,
a tree nursery, eamhellighmant of the living space, aad an
introduction te the improved cookstoves. The old men and women
af the willage bave coms along to l9ad thesze sassions. In
Hoepti, tha Internatianal Union for the Conservation of Mattre
has ecreated an envirommental eduecartion and cansciousness
raleing coursa for sSchools, It publishes a guarterly bulletin
about "Walia the Sterk, messenger from our Mature", which is
Aistributed in all the schools of the &th Regicn. Experiments
of this kind are not expensive considaring thelr inmpact; and
ona mist remember what a tragic shortage of teaching materials
there is in Sahelian schools. Schools have something to learn
from the men and woman af the bush.

3.3. The part women play in asqgqricultural wreduction has grown

unceasingly over the past twenty yearss thiz is dua partly to
tha spraad of cash creps, partly to the mass migration of the
men, and partly to the modernizaticn of agricultura, which has
led to an increase in the area under cultivation.

o
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of country pecpla. These neeads have not Always bash understood
ky forestry workers, who still tend ta favor spacies grown for
timker apd fual. Woment's demands are complemantary, not
contradictory: needa are ne longer covered 1in ecertain araas,
and anxlety is grewing.

It is also important to stresps the educaticonal role of wolhen in

transmitting khewledge of trees and plante. It is the mother
who initistes her children in the ways of the envireonment, in
the great classroem of the bush -~ often the only classaxoeom tha
thildran xnow. Folk tales teach, for example, that one nmust
- respect the trees 1f one hopes to henefit from their
genexasity; It is fmportant that thiz kind of knowledue be
recognized and continue to be transmitted. Tt is alse vital for
tha women, Whe will pass on good or bad ways of treating the
environment, to be informed and educated,

3.2. Posjtive ewperiments in Yeforestation that have really

involved :wemen as partners and taken account of their demands
and the constrafinte uwpon them, ara =still rare.

The experience of the pzal craft Coopegatiye in Air, Morthern

Higer, i® representative of the Saharo-Sahelian zone.
Impoverished Ly drought, the women increased their preduction
of plajted mats made of doum palm leaves. The vesult was
overexploitation of tha dobm palms and a drap in the price aof
the mats. AL The same time, thsa demand for +the raw material
grew apnd the leaves rosa in price. Destruction of the trees
acizeleratad and spread. Inm 1984, with the aid of the catholic
Miesion and the small religieys community at Azel, the women
formed a cooperative to produce a Jifferont type of craft
product gearcd tawards the urban and tourist markets. Uslhg far
less &f the raw material, tha women made mere elaharate goads
that brought In significantly bigher profits. At the prasent
time the acheme is trying to involve the woman in regenerating
the doum padlm groves. A conscioushess raising drive has been
launched, with the help of the Telloua valley riverside biolegy
protectlon project, and a 50% reviwval is aspoken of. The aim of
the forestry agents [fto plapt doum palms) and the alm of the
women (Lo have the leaves they noed for their products) are
convergent, noet contradictory. But two batties remaln to be
won: to convince the forestry experts that this form of craft
production 1 less destructive than tha ald orne, - and tao
Sonvince €he women that they mwest take part in the planting of
the palms if they are to continue their craft activities. This
experlence is relevant for the entire Sehara-Sahelian zane.
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factor dn the wvillage, improving the division of tasks and
responslibilities,

For many woman, combatting desartification is the way forward
to lmprove their living conditfons=, keep the man at home and
prepare for thair cehlldren s future. puUt opne ganneht contipue oo
ex¥elolt thelpr labor while denvipeg thile hope. This has been

undergtood by some projects which are running  innowvative
experiments to integrate women ipta the fight against
desert{f{ication.

3. The lagaons of the most pasitive experimants

3.1. Ta ke able &o assess a suecessfel enwironmenial
restoration or reforestation scheme, it is impertant ©o know

and understand, first of all, ifhe relationship ketweopn women
and local plant life. and how this has changed.

Whichever agro-ecological zone we look at, gathering wild
produce is a fundamental part of women’'s soclo-economic role.
Women tranzmit from mother to daughtexr the knowledge and know-
‘haw that once helped preserve a certain equilibriuvum with the
surrounding vegetation. But this egquilibrivm has been broken by
a number of interacting facters than =an constirure a veritable
5 atlan. Populatiary growth has accentuated
bressure on the spvironment and led to an inerease in gathering
activities, at the same time as the bush is reduced by the
expansion of the cultivated areas. Tha drop in agricoltoaral
productivity has led to scarcity and impeverlshment, and the
bash has heen taxed even more heavily to provide a now
indispensakle food supplement and source of income [male of
fruit, raw materlals for craft work). The trees are over-
cxplelited and mutilated; treea populaticons have aged. Under
pressure of nocessity and emergency, the women have had to glive
up  the +traditional practices that helped preserve tha
environments they can no leonger choose between species, and
their knowledge is beiog 1lozt,. ITv iz facils o =y, as one
high-lavel expatriate project manager did: "it’s tha wonen who
cause depertification; thoay cut the wood, and they have the
chitdren.t

Women prefer local, pulti-purpose ppecles. Trees are wmsed for
two main purposes, food and medicine, before they are gzed for
fual. Women’s pradilection for wild fruit trees attests to the

noprlshwment these trees provide. Traditional medicine holds a
very important place in villages remote from modern chemists?
shops, whose nedicines are in any case often beyond the reach
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Homen also copplein fh;t o 5 for
hours an end, they must carry heavyy lpads o thelr heads or
handle stones and Lools.

The work gan have sarious ok
and children: pregnant or breast-feeding women spend the day
8t work on the site, their babies s thair backe: childcare
iz rarely organized for the infants.

v a d, far from helpinyg stem the migration of the

Meli, can even Encolurage it, A man will leave the villege all
the more easily if his family’s food ie "guarantecdan by the
work of the women and children an a project site.

wWomen®s  participation in  site work may  hinder other
ackivities such as cotton spinning or basket weaving,

rasulting Iin a loss of income-

Lastly, although there has been progress on the fssue, women
saffer-jne A tre t infoymatio e ining.
Whare “d project site invelves men apd wemer, few trsined
women ‘are ahle To Apply their hew know-how on the site, Their
decislon-making power remaips very limited: on most anti-
desertification =ites, their laber powar alone iz put to use.

2.3.2. TH%.anti-dEEertificatiﬂn pProjects

Womenl benefit only to a limited extent frop the desertification
comiIvl Prodects undereaken:

Acoess Lo water 1s of immediate satisfaction to all, a.g.,
whare & dam iz bullt: gardens ean be created and househald
watar requirements are met.

But newly awvailable cr newly productive land rajsos a pador
W a tral for women:

B4% oi CTES/DRE aperatlons have made it pogssible to racover
land, bot women have acguired individual property rights aowver
land in only 6% of eases, although they wers Iin a clear
majority jin the project workrorces.

Bazausa the women de not own their fields, which are in any
case swmall and poorly site, these fields are affected
littie, or not at all, ny CES/DRE projects.

The ownérs of the fields allgcated t¢ tha woman aften oppose
any anti-erogzian or planting work on tham, for fear of Iosing
their rights to the land: this is a major obstacla ta women
taking vp agre-ferestry and CES/DRS techniques.
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zomhined appreach, werking jeointly with men and women and
working speclfically with wopan. This combined approach geems
to ha the mast froitful, though it must ke borne in mind that
the first ceriterion of seocess in a project is its capacity to
take acoount of the particularities of the buman and acological
enviremment 1t ip operating in.

2.3, Tha projactsx; an ssaasanant

We naed to ask to what extent wopents participation in the
Elght agalnst desartification brings a response to thelr neads
and helpe towards thelr soclo—aconomic advancement.

2.9.1. In their work on anti-desartification sitea, the
disadvantages women suffer are greater than the adwvantagas they
gain.

Providing unskilled manual laber in 83% of cases, unpaid in
£5%, women de nonetheless dravw some henefits, both materrial and
socio-cultural, froem their participatien in =ite work:

- Tha mpaterial benefits depend on-the form of participatlioni
.often food aid, either in the form of daily rations or as
-meals served on site, Wages remaip a rara but much prized
form of payment;

= The socjio=cultural bepefits "are much appraciated. Because
women®s help wWas -pneeded, their isoalation -has beaen broken;
Ehey have been kept dinfozmed about the projects te be
uyndertaken, and thils meets their demand [or information.
Participation in eite work has instigated or strengthened
women's argapizations and the oohesion and sense of
responsibllity of women’s groups. Hixed sites have Jlad to
changes in the traditicnal szexual division of lahor., Some
women have had the beanefit of training in a specifie
techiifcal task, Training schemes and inter-villags sncounhtars
have besn organized. Somelimes, too, 1t is women s grouns
that have been the main protagonisets 1ln a scheme to combhat
desertifieation. The impact of such schemes is considerabla,
for the willage commupity as much as for tha women.

Thase benaflts de not make tha woman rforget thet they also
suffer considerable disadvantages:

= In the Ffirst place they condemn the sxcesgive jnciease in
their workleoad. The day‘es work an tha sita s in addition ta

an exhausting day of domestic labor.




reactlons on their part: ftoet orly deo they particjpata on a
maksive ptale In antli-depertification echemesn, thoy aleo want
to be informed, te organlze, to start new economic activities;
it is they whe are the most frank and opan on the population
isayue. They speak of the fight against desertification in terms
of suryival, their own and their children’s, and of bringing
back to tha village the dizapbearing earth, water and men.

2, womar abdd Tthe Light agalpet desertificaticon

Throughout the ESahel, women are playing a major part in
degertification control: but what precieely this part is nmust
b cleurly unﬁurstnud and the hasic quastiun te ask is Engghg;

2.1. Qur descriptive analysils of women’s barticipation in apti-

ﬂesertif;aatiﬂn sEchemes shows that Lhevy are phvsicglly igvolved

u t. Fore cften tThan not they makea up nbre vthan
0% of thé workforce on a project, and this praportion bay
reach 55% in reforestation projects 1like the PDRT preject in
Feitsa, Wiger. Woamen’s wassiva partieipatien io the workforee on
antiw-degertification schames 15 only partly due ta tha
departure of the men; the women alese have their own motivatien.

Thadr participation 12 aleo wexry wppnied;
- raforestation and tree nuresery work.

- CES/DRS site work

- penstruction of improved cookstoves

- git=-of-saason Ccropping

- yarious activities e.qg., fattenlhg 1livestock, manurea pits,
inproved farming methods, ate.

. They carry out a wide ranga of tasks: fetching water and meals
for aite werkers, general lapor {mainly fetching stones, earth

or water). As a Iule they sre given ans st
aprduova dobs, Some, however, are beginning to get the benefit

@f gpeclfis training in the usa oi water lavels for Tracing
egntour lines, in tras nursery techhigques, constructicon and
maintenance of improved gocksteves, market gardening or
arborisslioate . Yery feyw aTe glven Sobes with regponcipility,

In mast cases the women volupheexr for the work, driven by thelr
strong desire to restare the land, %o hava the right to land
and watonr apd o held back dhe exrcdus of the wen. Toey el
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l.4. Deppite thisz appalling list of negative effecits from

desertification, the wast majority of sSahelian women (%1%) have

strasﬁed two bnaitive effectas on their situation: pa___new

In mogt Sahelian sceleties, it il clear that the exercise of

respongibility, the power of decision and access Lo the meansa
af production =are 4in the hande of the wmen. But tThe
desertificatien eriziz has fopreced the men to ieave, and the
Woman how fing thay  have gecisjions to  take, new
rasponsibllitias to carry out and new tasks to accomplish.

- Thizs "pwakepino" is first reflected in tha daennnd fox
information. The fight against deterioyation af tha land has
hecome everybody‘s business: "Lhe Egmgu_hﬂxﬂ_iﬂﬂ;_LE_IhﬂiI
feot and are trvipg £ half this destruction™. The need for
men a2nd woman to work togathear somernimes takes precedenca
over the old seyxual divizion of labor. The demsgraphic weight
of woemen in the willages means that the men are obliged to
take them into acoount, and tha fact that they stay
permanently in the wvillages mekes it easler for them to

"obtaln .education and training.

= Tho women havea understogd that, o make themselves heard,
they must gzome tooether in medern organizations - women's
groups or cooperatives - larger, mpora powerful and mpore
respactad by government services or prejects than thelr
traditional forms of organization, Thase neWw grooups, Which'
gometimes embraca all the women fn the villadge, have apeerted
themselves to the point aof kecoming fully--fledged
raprasentational kodies in the declision-making structures of
the Willage, whataver their actual hature and sociv-political
charactar may be. The weman whoe chalrs £he women's groun is

an avthority. Organized and united, the women's oroop js_an
afficial interlocutor capakle of putting forward 1ts Jdemands.

organized and recognized, the woman in a woman's group wizh teo
undertake nev  activities: sollsetive or Individual ffarming,
market gardening, <raft weork, small-gcale trade, drought
control scheamegs, etc. The activities of the wWomen's groups are
still &specifio, once-off injtiatjives, affan Wwith wvery low
profit levele, but they are =zeen as helpind to improve the
pregent cituatieon atd as representing a hope for the fubtora.

The price the women pay for dasartification ie all tThe higher
for thea fact that they are always there, on the land, and have
na means of ascapa. Thelr increasing consciocusness of thelir
situation f= beginning to arocuse positive, copstiuctive




